BRIGANDAGE LOG #03 (03/24/2010) – A Bounty of Trouble
(Or: Alaris's Mercenaries and the Frozen Pond of Doom)

Note: Text in red is occurring in private

DM (Nioca)
I'm not ready. So let's do this.
You stand in what remains of the Fox Paw. A little bit of the cold morning air seeps in through a melted crack in the wall as a new day begins.
However, your attention is more preoccupied with a letter delivered via messenger boy. And it doesn't deliver good news.
Letter (Writing)
"To Harosh, Iliau, Anthony, Xuan, and Erika,"
"It was reported to us yesterday evening that you caused a disturbance in one of the local taverns, known as the Ivory Stool. Its proprietor, along with several eyewitnesses, claim that the two humans in your group, known as Xuan and Erika, proceeded to assault the owner and vandalize the property whilst inside the establishment, and caused several hundred gold worth of damages."
"Since no permanent damage was done, the owner, Gregory Harper, is willing to drop all charges in exchange for compensation. The demands are as follows:"
"100.00 Gold for emotional distress and defamation."
"228.15 Gold in the calculated business lost that day."
"And 14.46 Gold for various property damage."
"The total debt, amounting to 342.61 Gold, can be paid in full at the courthouse. The amount is to be paid by the end of two weeks, and the owner assures me that if you ever set one foot inside the Ivory Stool again, you will be arrested."
Harosh (Ephesos)
I glare at Xuan.
Letter (Writing)
"Hope you have a pleasant day,"
"-Aerat Barnes, Guard Captain of Thane."
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
"Oops."
Xuan (Dantius)
"He brought it upon himself"
Harosh (Ephesos)
"[CENSORED]."
DM (Nioca)
As you finish reading the letter, a small slip of parchment falls to the floor.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"Well, this is off to a great start. We'd better finish our task in under two weeks so we can skip town."
Casper (Rowen)
I whistle through my teeth. "Wow."
Harosh (Ephesos)
I continue glaring at Xuan.
Xuan (Dantius)
"Well, the good news is that two weeks from now, the trail will have gone cold, so we'd have to skip town if we failed anyways."
DM (Nioca)
The barmaid addresses you.
Barmaid (NPC)
"Excuse me, I think you dropped something..."
DM (Nioca)
She points to the small slip of parchment on the floor.
Casper (Rowen)
"We? I never saw my name on that note."
Xuan (Dantius)
I pick up the piece op paper.
"I meant skip town to avoid a furious Harosh."
DM (Nioca)
It appears to be a small note, once attached to the back of the reprimand letter.
Xuan (Dantius)
I read the note.
Note (Writing)
"To whom it may concern,"
"I believe I have important information regarding Alaris, and of more importance, the jewelry theft. Meet me at noon in the city cemetery. Do not bring anyone else with you, and inform no one else of this meeting."
Harosh (Ephesos)
Muttered, "Why do I have a feeling it concerns us..."
Note (Writing)
"Your activities are being monitored, and you are targeted for assassination by our mutual enemy. Stay alert."
"Regards."
Xuan (Dantius)
"Hmm."
"Probably a trap."
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
"Well, even if it is a trap, it could be a promising lead."
Casper (Rowen)
"Then let us get going and spring it!"
"Anyone know what time it is?"
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"At least it's not midnight. That might be a hopeful sign."
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Still seems pretty early to me."
Barmaid (NPC)
"It's early morning." The barmaid chimes in.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"So how do we want to kill time before noon? I'm assuming everyone wants to go?"
Xuan (Dantius)
"Ah."
Casper (Rowen)
I address the barmaid, "So what you do think little miss, is it a trap?"
Harosh (Ephesos)
"But of course."
DM (Nioca)
Sidenote here: If there's stuff you want to do before the meeting, you've got time to do it. Or if you want to go straight to the meeting, you can just skip ahead... or if you want to do something different entirely, just let me know.
Harosh (Ephesos)
I cuff Casper upside the head.
"Inform nobody else!"
Xuan (Dantius)
"I believe the better question, Illiau, is who we will end up killing before noon."
DM (Nioca)
You're attracting some curious stares from some nearby brigands now.
Harosh (Ephesos)
(I'm good with skipping ahead.)
Xuan (Dantius)
(I have nothing to do)
Casper (Rowen)
( I want to scope out the meeting site before hand, get a lay of the land.)
Xuan (Dantius)
(Good idea)
(We can assume we arrive early.)
DM (Nioca)
You enjoy the nice winter day for a while before making your way to the cemetery.
The graveyard is quiet. Snow sparkles gently despite the overcast sky, perhaps the only pretty thing here. The trees are bare and twisted, and the gravestones are a lifeless gray. Death seems right at home here.
Xuan (Dantius)
(Wait a second. Do I still have my shining amulet? It's not listed on my roster)
DM (Nioca)
(You gave it to Harosh)
Xuan (Dantius)
(I asked for it back, didn't I?)
DM (Nioca)
Only one living thing catches your eye. A rather-stubborn evergreen, bright with green needles despite the weight of snow upon it.
Harosh (Ephesos)
Harosh irritably hands back the amulet.
"Fat lot of good it did us."
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I examine the area for any sign of ambush. (Perception)
DICE
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 19
PM (Iliau)
There isn't any sign of anyone here right now, but if someone wanted to ambush you, this would be the perfect place to do it. There's only two ways out, and a lot of places to hide. 
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
Can I walk around and search probable hiding spots without needing to reroll? 
PM (Iliau)
Sure 
There's a lot. Mostly behind gravestones, though some of the trees are big enough to hide a person. 
Xuan (Dantius)
I examine the shrub.
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 1
DM (Nioca)
Xuan admires the evergreen. As he does so, the tree lets loose with a bunch of snow, practically burying him.
Casper (Rowen)
I laugh as I watch the snow fall on him.
Harosh (Ephesos)
I start digging him out, muttering about karma.
Xuan (Dantius)
I let out a muffled tirade of swears.
Casper (Rowen)
"So, anyone see any good places for this trap to be sprung on us? Unless that tree was the trap and Xuan fell for it."
DM (Nioca)
Xuan is quickly freed, but is still shivering slightly after being covered in snow.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"I'm looking." I wander around and poke at possible hiding spots.
Xuan (Dantius)
"There is a reason that trees are kept small where I'm from."
"I believe that I have just uncovered it."
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"Hey, there are a lot of hiding spots around here. A little help, maybe?"
Casper (Rowen)
(Would my streetwise help in finding hiding spots?)
DM (Nioca)
(Maybe if you came from someplace that everyone lived in a graveyard. Otherwise, no)
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Alright, I'll look too."
(Perception)
DICE
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 18
PM (Harosh)
You find a small, shivering dog behind one gravestone, but other than that, nothing. 
Harosh (Ephesos)
Does it look like a normal, nonmagical dog? 
PM (Harosh)
It's a wiener dog, so normal is out the window. But it's not magical as far as you can tell. 
Xuan (Dantius)
"I might as well look, too."
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 3
Xuan (Dantius)
(Okay, not cool.)
Casper (Rowen)
(Perception then)
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I check for hiding spots.
DICE
Erika rolled 1 20-sided die: 6
PM (Erika)
You find some pine needles. 
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
They're not under a pine tree, are they? 
PM (Erika)
Yes, they are. 
DICE
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 4
PM (Casper)
You find snow. 
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Hey, I found a dog."
"It looks cold and unhappy. Does anyone have food onhand?"
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
Is it big enough for anyone to hide in it? 
Casper (Rowen)
"I found some snow. It's all over the place."
I pull out and apple and cut it up with one of my knifes. "Here."
PM (Erika)
The tree is very much alive, so no one could hide in it. Behind it, perhaps, but not in it. 
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"Like a guard dog, a stray, or someone's lost dog?"
Harosh (Ephesos)
"It's a wiener dog. I didn't even know we had those around here."
Xuan (Dantius)
"Dog! I love dog!"
Harosh (Ephesos)
"..."
Xuan (Dantius)
"I have an excellent recipe for a dog stew!"
"I assure you, you'd LOVE it."
Harosh (Ephesos)
I position myself between Xuan and the dog, shovel in hand.
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
"Hey, I found a pine tree. Someone could hide behind it."
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Don't make me put you back in the snow."
Casper (Rowen)
"So you going to take the apple or not Harosh?"
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"Have you checked, Erika?"
DM (Nioca)
A low voice calls out from the front of the graveyard.
Xuan (Dantius)
"Brilliant observation, although I may have to claim credit for the discovery of that tree."
Harosh (Ephesos)
Oh. I take the apple and feed it to the dog.
Cloaked Figure (NPC)
"Well this is encouraging."
Casper (Rowen)
"It's a talking dog!"
Harosh (Ephesos)
"No, the dog is over here."
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
"I was thinking of it as more of a place for me to hide if things get dangerous."
DM (Nioca)
A heavily-cloaked figure walks into the graveyard, shaking its head.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I stop searching behind gravestones and look at the figure.
Xuan (Dantius)
I cautiously put my hand on my wand.
"Such flair for the dramatic. Never an indicator of good news."
DM (Nioca)
It stops near you, and stands silently for a moment. You can't help but feel like it's quietly examining you. 
Then it speaks again.
Cloaked Figure (NPC)
"So you're the mercenaries..."
DM (Nioca)
It (or rather, she) speaks in a low, feminine growl.
Xuan (Dantius)
"I object to the title 'mercenary'!"
Cloaked Figure (NPC)
"I was expecting someone stronger and less... Odd. But I can't afford to choose. I believe our two paths head toward the same destination. I-"
Harosh (Ephesos)
I facepalm.
DM (Nioca)
The figure stops and shudders. You hear a deep hacking cough from within the cloak. The scaled, clawed hand of a dragonborn flies to where her mouth presumably is under the cloak's hood. When it pulls away, small flecks of red can be seen.
Xuan (Dantius)
"Healing!"
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 20
Cloaked Figure (NPC)
"I believe we share a common enemy."
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"Well, good. Anything you can tell us about this foe?"
DM (Nioca)
The figure glows brightly for a moment, then the glow fades. There's a brief silence... followed by another coughing fit.
Cloaked Figure (NPC)
"I've been coughing up blood for the past six years. If there was someone who could heal me, I would have already found him."
Xuan (Dantius)
"Ah. I thought that you had been hit with a throwing weapon. My apologies."
Cloaked Figure (NPC)
"But the enemy... His name is Reat. A goblin I once thought I knew... I've been tracking him for ten years, but every time I get close, he slips away. But he leaves a very distinctive trail of bodies wherever he goes."
DM (Nioca)
She pauses momentarily and looks at each member of the party. She seems to pause when she looks at Casper.
Harosh (Ephesos)
"That name sounds familiar."
Cloaked Figure (NPC)
"He arrived here two weeks ago, from what I can gather, and has been on a non-stop pillaging spree ever since. If there's anyone behind the robbery of your employer, it's Reat. And while I don't know where the jewels are, I know where they're likely to head."
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
(Who was that traveling "healer" I tried to steal from?)
DM (Nioca)
(Wallo)
Cloaked Figure (NPC)
"A year or so back, Reat joined up with this pirate group. They'd target an island for attack for one month, then move on. But for some reason, they've decided to stick around Skarrifissk."
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
"Have you met someone named Wallo?"
DM (Nioca)
She pauses, surprised.
Cloaked Figure (NPC)
"Yes. I owe him a lot."
DM (Nioca)
She clears her throat.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"Go on."
Cloaked Figure (NPC)
"I know for a fact that they have a ship in Ricoto right now. If you want to find them, find that ship. All I ask is a favor."
Xuan (Dantius)
"What?"
PM (Iliau and Harosh)
You notice movement from behind several gravestones. 
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I look around. "Movement!"
Harosh (Ephesos)
"A trap! Look around!"
DM (Nioca)
Some snow cascades off the evergreen. It catches the dragonborn's attention for a moment, before she turns back to you.
Cloaked Figure (NPC)
"If you find Reat, I want you to kill him. I won't be able to rest until that goblin rots in some forgotten hole. But be careful... As it seems one of you knows, Reat is not someone to be taken lightly."
Xuan (Dantius)
"Crystal Shield!"
DM (Nioca)
She points out one of Casper's blisters.
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 16
Harosh (Ephesos)
I cast a tremor over at one of the tombstones with movement behind it.
DICE
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 20
Harosh (Ephesos)
(boom)
DM (Nioca)
Spending 1 stamina, Xuan conjures a crystal shield.
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I look around for what's causing the movement.
DICE
Erika rolled 1 20-sided die: 2
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I take cover behind a clear tombstone.
Casper (Rowen)
I check to see where the dog is.
DM (Nioca)
A crack appears in the earth around a tombstone. There's a scream as the tombstone collapses into the crack.
Xuan (Dantius)
(Watch it be a 20 for ascertaining the location of the dog)
Cloaked Figure (NPC)
"No, don't!"
DM (Nioca)
The dragonborn sounds panicked.
She pulls an axe from her cloak, looking toward the entrance.
Harosh (Ephesos)
I pause, seeing as there's obviously nothing I can do now.
Cloaked Figure (NPC)
"They're coming now... We need to get out of here."
Xuan (Dantius)
"Who is coming?"
Cloaked Figure (NPC)
"Reat's men."
Xuan (Dantius)
Are their any crypts nearby?
DM (Nioca)
She coughs again.
Casper (Rowen)
I ready a knife in both hands.
DM (Nioca)
No crypts that you can see.
Harosh (Ephesos)
"My apologies. Let's move."
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I pull out my dagger.
DM (Nioca)
Several heavily-armed men enter the cemetery, weapons of varying kinds drawn. You see at least twenty, but movement behind some tombstones suggests more.
Their apparent leader, a tall elf, scowls and shouts.
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Oh gods no..."
Casper (Rowen)
I look for another way out.
Elven Brigand Leader (NPC)
"I don't suppose you'll make this easy for us, will you?"
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I look frantically for a safe exit.
DICE
Erika rolled 1 20-sided die: 7
Xuan (Dantius)
I flank the Dragonborn "We need to get you out of here."
DICE
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 5
DM (Nioca)
They start to charge. The dragonborn steps between you and your attackers and starts shouting.
Xuan (Dantius)
I look for an escape route
DM (Nioca)
"Go! There's a back gate out of the cemetery! Run for it! Get out of the city!"
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 6
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I run for the back gate.
DM (Nioca)
You all easily spot the back gate.
Casper (Rowen)
I run for the back gate also.
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I run as fast as I can for the back gate.
Xuan (Dantius)
I run towards the back gate.
DICE
Erika rolled 1 20-sided die: 6
DM (Nioca)
As the brigands charge forward, a flash of movement from behind a gravestone abruptly cuts one down. More people appear from behind gravestones and tree, running to assist the dragonborn. And a fierce melee begins.
Thankfully, most everyone seems preoccupied with everyone else. But as you make your way to the gate, two brigands intercept you. One stays back, baring his arms, while the other swings a large flail about.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I cast swarm of gnats at the one with the flail.
DICE
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 9
Casper (Rowen)
I throw a knife at the one baring his arms.
DICE
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 20
Xuan (Dantius)
I fire an Acid Orb at the unarmed one.
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 16
Harosh (Ephesos)
Le Couran's ripple on the one with the flail.
DICE
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 19
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I dip my dagger in poison and stab the brigand with the flail.
DM (Nioca)
A few gnats appear around the flail brigand, but he doesn't seem bothered.
DICE
Erika rolled 1 20-sided die: 4
Harosh (Ephesos)
As I run to the gate, I pick up the dog and take it with us.
DM (Nioca)
A knife promptly spins through the air and slams hard into the unarmed brigand. He stumbles, gasping.
He then promptly gets doused in acid.
The flail brigand is knocked flat by a sudden tremor, causing him to lose his balance and trip.
Erika tries to poison her dagger, but can't uncork the bottle. She winds up struggling with it.
Enemy turn.
The brigand with the flail lies on the ground for a while, struggling to right himself.
Harosh (Ephesos)
(man, it figures the one time I try to seize initiative I end up causing friendly fire)
DM (Nioca)
The unarmed brigand shrieks and fires a bolt of blue force. Casper is struck and sent flying with a bright flash. (4 damage)
The sounds of battle from behind you are furious. An arrow goes zipping past, and a fireball winds up blowing apart a gravestone.
Party's turn.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I smash the flail bandit over the head with my staff.
DICE
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 18
Xuan (Dantius)
I cast Magic Missile from the wand at the unarmed bandit
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 16
DM (Nioca)
Iliau brings hir staff crashing down on the brigand's head. He blinks and sways slightly.
A small green bolt hits the unarmed bandit with a small 'pock' sound. He yips in further agony.
Harosh (Ephesos)
I'm gonna try and see if I accidentally killed someone over where I sent the tremor.
(perception)
DICE
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 7
Xuan (Dantius)
(It's just an NPC)
Casper (Rowen)
I hurl my other knife at the bandit with the flail.
DICE
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 18
DM (Nioca)
Casper's knife catches the bandit in the shoulder. He pulls it out with a yell.
Harosh (Ephesos)
Thoroughly disgusted with himself, Harosh flings Tanglebarb Vines at the unarmed brigand.
DICE
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 11
DM (Nioca)
Barbed vines flow over the unarmed brigand like water, ensnaring him in thorny pain. He collapses to the ground.
Enemy turn.
The brigand with the flail roars and whirls the flail around his head. He then swings it at Iliau. Thankfully, she just gets a mild hit to the nose. (1 damage)
Harosh (Ephesos)
(a mild hit with a flail? to the nose?! :P)
DM (Nioca)
The other brigand just writhes on the ground.
(It's called a Flail Fail)
Xuan (Dantius)
 (...)
Harosh (Ephesos)
(Harosh takes 2 damage from puns)
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
(It just grazed the tip of my nose obviously.)
DM (Nioca)
A large explosion briefly causes you all to lose your footing. A cloud of snow and debris rises from where something exploded. You can hear alarm bells from the guard house.
Harosh (Ephesos)
(do lacewings have noses?)
DM (Nioca)
Party turn.
(Er...)
(I dunno)
(Do they?)
Harosh (Ephesos)
Er, where was the explosion?
(I dunno either. :P)
DM (Nioca)
Behind you.
From the ongoing fight.
Xuan (Dantius)
I summon an imp
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 6
Harosh (Ephesos)
(I assumed no, because most bugs lack them.)
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
(It hit a mandible then.)
DM (Nioca)
(Or where hir nose should be)
Xuan summons an imp. It's currently carrying a hairbrush and is standing as if in front of a mirror.
Harosh (Ephesos)
(Fair enough.)
Imp (Summon)
"What the...?!"
Xuan (Dantius)
"Silence, infernal! I order you to serve me!"
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I hit the flail bandit again.
DICE
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 19
Imp (Summon)
"Oh for, WOULD YOU MORTALS STOP SUMMONING ME ON MY DAY OFF?!?"
Harosh (Ephesos)
Harosh swings at the writhing brigand with the shovel. (dog held in the other hand)
DICE
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 4
DM (Nioca)
He disappears again in a poof of smoke.
Turnabout is fair play as Iliau smashes her staff into the brigand's nose.
Harosh tries to swing his shovel one-handed, but finds it rather unwieldy. Especially with a squirming Dachshund under the other arm.
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
If I haven't already, I flee the graveyard.
DICE
Erika rolled 1 20-sided die: 17
DM (Nioca)
Erika makes it to the back gate, but finds it locked.
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
Is there time to climb it?
DM (Nioca)
Wrought-iron fence, pointy spikes at the top... It's doable, of course, so it's up to you.
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Hit the one on the ground before he gets back up!"
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
(I can't believe I forgot to give my thief lockpicks.)
Casper (Rowen)
I throw another knife at the one on the ground.
Xuan (Dantius)
(Don't worry, I brought lockpicks)
DICE
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 10
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I see if there's anywhere I could conceal myself before the party finishes up.
(perception)
DICE
Erika rolled 1 20-sided die: 14
DM (Nioca)
The knife embeds itself in the bound brigand's skull. He spasms briefly before lying still.
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I make sure no one's looking before I crouch behind a gravestone.
(stealth)
DICE
Erika rolled 1 20-sided die: 16
Xuan (Dantius)
(Haven't you made like, 4 rolls this turn?)
DM (Nioca)
Erika easily conceals herself behind a gravestone. Whether anyone cared enough to stop her in the first place is... another question.
(3, but they don't take up a full action individually)
Enemy Turn
The standing brigand flails wildly with his flail, and Iliau easily ducks out of the way.
A brief glance at the battle reveals that your side is losing. Badly. And with guards starting to show up, you doubt it's going to go any better for anyone soon.
Party turn.
Xuan (Dantius)
I duck to the back gate and begin working on it with my lockpicks (Artifice)
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 1
Xuan (Dantius)
(...)
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
Hit the flail bandit again.
DICE
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 13
Harosh (Ephesos)
I yell at Xuan. "Out of the way!"
Ripple on the gate itself.
DICE
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 2
Harosh, Xuan, and Spectator (Ephesos, Dantius, and Iffy)
...
DM (Nioca)
Iliau lands a solid blow against the brigand, who collapses to the ground, prone.
The only rumble Harosh feels is from his stomach.
Xuan sets to work on the gate.
Harosh (Ephesos)
I swear and head towards the gate anyway.
DM (Nioca)
You hear a cry from the battle.
Combatant 1 (NPC)
"Damn it, they're trapped!"
DM (Nioca)
Another voice calls out.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I quickly search the bodies for any sort of clues that might help us.
(Perception)
DICE
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 17
Combatant 2 (NPC)
"Not for long they aren't."
DM (Nioca)
The entire cemetery takes on a red aura. As you look, a small, bright red fireball flies from the battlefield toward the gate. Everyone manages to duck in time...
Everyone, that is, except Xuan, who was too busy working on the gate to notice.
The fireball careens through Xuan and the lock, melting a hole through both (6 damage). It then crashes into the wall.
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
(good thing I didn't try to climb it yet! :P)
DM (Nioca)
There's a sound like a close crack of thunder as the wall suddenly blasts outwards in a spray of red flame, stone, and mortar. A three-man-wide hole is blown clean through the wall, scattering small stone fragments across the snow.
The gate swings open freely.
Xuan (Dantius)
(Are my lockpicks OK?)
DM (Nioca)
(Yes)
Harosh (Ephesos)
(The healer had lockpicks, and the thief didn't?)
DM (Nioca)
Iliau finds six gold and the flail.
Xuan (Dantius)
(Not a healer, jack-of-all-trades)
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
(he was a healer? :P)
Harosh (Ephesos)
Btw, running for the gate now.
Xuan (Dantius)
(do I have an action left?)
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I run for the destroyed section of wall.
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
(technically I'm not a very good thief.)
DM (Nioca)
(Yeah, combat's over. For you, at least.)
Casper (Rowen)
I grab the knifes that I used and and run out of the graveyard.
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I run through the hole after Casper and Ilau.
Xuan (Dantius)
I spend 3 stamina on a heal spell.
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 17
Xuan (Dantius)
And then run for the hole
DM (Nioca)
Xuan practically explodes with healing energy. (Entire party is returned to full health)
Harosh (Ephesos)
(hah, that would've been an epic fumble... Xuan literally explodes with healing energy :P)
DM (Nioca)
You flee through the hole in the wall, exiting the city.
The sounds of combat fade behind you. Whether that's a good thing or not, you don't know.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
What does the area outside the city look like?
DM (Nioca)
The immediate area is mostly just flat plains of snow. A small, flattened path of snow can be seen leading out of the north gate.
Casper (Rowen)
"Did the dog make it out too?"
Harosh (Ephesos)
We're outside the city now? Crap, I'm still carrying the dog. :P
Xuan (Dantius)
"Yeah, I'm hungry about now."
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
Does the dog have a collar?
Harosh (Ephesos)
"No. Eating. The. Dog."
DM (Nioca)
No collar on the dog, though it is squirming eagerly to get away.
Xuan (Dantius)
"Nonsense. Dog is delicious. You'd like it too, if you tried it."
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
"That's just cruel," I mutter to Xuan.
"You would eat a poor, defenseless dog? One that could be a valuable lead, no less?"
Xuan (Dantius)
"Well, the dog serves no other purpose to us. Besides, you eat pigs, which are many times smarter than dogs."
DM (Nioca)
You hear shouting behind you. It appears the conflict still isn't resolved yet.
Xuan (Dantius)
"I fail to see how the dog could be a lead at all."
DM (Nioca)
You wind up having to duck as a crossbow bolt goes whizzing past your head.
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
(Why else would it be in the campaign? :P)
Xuan (Dantius)
"Oh the other hand, this discussion could be continued at a later date. RUN!"
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
"Which way?"
Xuan (Dantius)
"Hmm, how about in the opposite direction people are shooting at us from?"
Casper (Rowen)
I just start running away.
DM (Nioca)
Casper: Roll it.
DICE
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 11
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"Three!"
Harosh (Ephesos)
I bolt for the path.
Xuan (Dantius)
"What?"
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I run towards the path.
Xuan (Dantius)
I head for the path, too. (roll?)
DM (Nioca)
Casper bolts down the path. Everyone else follows.
DM (Nioca)
(The roll was to see if he picked a certain direction or not.)
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
"Which way is Ricoto?"
"That's where the dragonborn said we could find Reat."
Harosh (Ephesos)
"North!"
DM (Nioca)
The path heads north. You see the starts of a snowy forest off to your left.
Harosh (Ephesos)
Muttered, "Well that didn't work at all."
Xuan (Dantius)
"Ricoto's north."
"I would think this path leads there, or at least close."
DM (Nioca)
You slowly settle back down into a walk. You're not entirely sure just how far away Ricoto is... But considering Thane is near the center of the island, it's not all that close.
Harosh (Ephesos)
I try to calm the dog.
(gonna take 10)
DM (Nioca)
The dog quickly quiets down and licks your hand.
Roll Perception.
DICE
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 1
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 12
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 15
Erika rolled 1 20-sided die: 2
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 5
Harosh (Ephesos)
...
Xuan (Dantius)
"I still say that we should eat the dog"
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I glare at Xuan.
Harosh (Ephesos)
(well, better now than in combat)
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
"No eating dogs."
Xuan (Dantius)
(Hmm, could I eat the dog while Eph's not looking?)
Harosh (Ephesos)
I also glare at Xuan while something awful happens to me.
Casper (Rowen)
"But I like the dog." I walk over and pet it on the head.
DM (Nioca)
Harosh, not paying attention to where he's going, walks into a tree.
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Ow."
DM (Nioca)
It's not nearly as painful as the creature that falls OUT of the tree, though.
There's a slight squeal as the dog is squished slightly, but both are okay.
Looking at this odd, lion-like creature however... You doubt it's going to stay that way for long.
Casper (Rowen)
"Harosh, you're just collecting animals today."
Xuan (Dantius)
"Pacify it!"
Casper (Rowen)
I cast Soothe on the new animal.
DICE
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 18
Harosh (Ephesos)
I gather the dog and skitter away from the thing.
DM (Nioca)
The thing growls, but Casper's spell coaxes it away from violence. It simply shuffles off into the woods.
Xuan (Dantius)
"We could always feed it the dog and use that as a chance to get away..."
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I keep walking.
Very quickly.
Harosh (Ephesos)
I follow Iliau, dog in tow.
Xuan (Dantius)
I follow Harosh, eyes fixated on the dog.
DM (Nioca)
(Jewels is now in for Casper. Thanks, Rowen!)
Casper (Jewels)
I follow.
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I punch Xuan.
DICE
Erika rolled 1 20-sided die: 6
DM (Nioca)
There's an hour of awkward walking. Eventually, the path trails off to the right.
However, a sign indicates that this way leads to Niskos.
Erika swings, but only manages to land awkwardly in the snow.
Harosh (Ephesos)
"I advise we strike out north."
Xuan (Dantius)
"I said that already. Perhaps you mind was clouded by the impact with the tree?"
Harosh (Ephesos)
I continue walking north.
DM (Nioca)
A shiny, iced-over lake is to the Northeast, and thick woods lie to the north and northwest under the shadow of a tall mountain. It appears you'll need to either go across the lake or through the woods to get to Ricoto.
Iliau & Harosh (Dikiyoba & Ephesos)
"Woods."
Casper (Jewels)
"Um.. I don't like walking on ice. I say the woods, too."
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
"We don't want to stop at Niskos?"
Casper (Jewels)
"Ice has a tendency to break out from under you when you need it to hold the most."
DM (Nioca)
It's starting to get darker out. And considerably colder too.
Light snow starts drifting toward the ground.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I head into the woods.
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Hm. Time to improvise a shelter, I think."
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
"Why improvise? We have a town right here! Let's sleep in Niskos."
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
While I walk, I search for edible plants.
(Nature)
DICE
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 13
Harosh (Ephesos)
If we find any edible plants, I cast Invigoration on them.
DM (Nioca)
You enter the woods.
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I sigh. "Are we really going to go into the woods at night? That doesn't seem very fun..."
DM (Nioca)
Iliau manages to find a few edible vines, but not much else. Middle of winter tends to do that.
Roll, Eph?
Xuan (Dantius)
"Yes. The lake would allow us to see enemies from a great distance"
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I raise an eyebrow at Xuan. "Not my point."
DICE
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 4
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Agh."
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
"In fact, I greatly prefer the woods to the lake. Unless, of course, you fall into the lake."
DM (Nioca)
One of the vines sprouts a new leaf.
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Gather them up, I'll try again when we make shelter."
Casper (Jewels)
"Speaking of, how soon are we going to make shelter?"
Xuan (Dantius)
"What time is it?"
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Soon would probably be wise."
DM (Nioca)
You continue through the woods. It's eerily quiet. Only your crunching through the snow can be heard.
It's also rather hard to find your way in here...
Nature Roll.
DICE
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 3
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 18
Erika rolled 1 20-sided die: 1
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 12
DM (Nioca)
Xuan's able to find the tracks of what appears to be a cart leading through the snow.
Just as he finds this, though, there's a deafening crack.
And Erika disappears from sight.
PM (Erika)
You plunge deep into an icy pond, concealed by the snowfall. 
Xuan (Dantius)
I whirl around, looking for the source
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 14
DM (Nioca)
It appears to have come from where Erika was standing.
Harosh (Ephesos)
I look for a pit.
Casper (Jewels)
"I thought we weren't on the ice!"
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I swim frantically for the surface. 
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I hurry over to where Erika was.
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I try to make noise so the others can hear me. 
Harosh (Ephesos)
Or other thing into which Erika might've fallen.
DICE
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 19
Xuan (Dantius)
I examine the area where Erika was
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 3
DICE
Erika rolled 1 20-sided die: 7
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"Erika, can you hear me?"
DM (Nioca)
Harosh runs forward, and spots what appears to be a small pond. It was covered by the snowfall until Erika plunged through it.
Xuan slips and nearly falls in in his haste.
Erika surfaces, desperately paddling.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I tie one end of my rope around a tree.
Casper (Jewels)
I grumble to myself, "So much for the woods being safer than the lake..."
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I toss the other end out towards Erika.
(Roll for whatever.)
DICE
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 18
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I grab the rope and pull myself out.
DM (Nioca)
The rope safely reaches Erika, and she pulls herself in.
She stumbles onto the bank, shivering and soaked through. (-1 stamina from exposure)
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
"Brrrr."
Xuan (Dantius)
I pull my robe tighter about me. 
"I vote we make camp here. There's liquid water nearby"
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Perhaps we should try to make a fire."
"Before Erika freezes to death."
Xuan (Dantius)
"Soo..."
"Anybody bring any food for a long expedition through the wilderness?"
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I look for somewhere sheltered to spend the night. (Nature)
DICE
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 2
Harosh (Ephesos)
How much snow is on the ground?
DM (Nioca)
Iliau steps forward to look for shelter... forgetting there's a pond in the way. She slips and lands in it briefly before managing to pull herself back to shore.
About 6 inches.
Spectator (Rowen)
(I thought you needed to strip the person and your self down and jump in a sleeping bag to stop them from getting hypothermia?)
Xuan & DM (Dantius & Nioca)
(...)
DM (Nioca)
(Today, on Brigandage and the Pond of Doom... :-P )
Casper (Jewels)
(I'll do it!. *Casper winks at Erika*)
Xuan (Dantius)
(...)
Harosh (Ephesos)
Harosh sets about clearing a patch of ground with the shovel.
Xuan (Dantius)
I attempt to melt the snow of a separate patch...with acid
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 11
Harosh (Ephesos)
...I stay away from the acid snow.
DM (Nioca)
The snow is quickly melted, not so much by the acidity but because of being impacted by a warm liquid. Of course, now the snow there's slightly acidic.
Harosh (Ephesos)
"I believe the mundane route is the safer one."
"Perhaps you should work on getting a fire lit?"
Casper (Jewels)
"So... who wants to head back to that town where they probably have an inn with a fire and warm beds and blankets and such?"
DM (Nioca)
Harosh also clears an empty patch of snow.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I try searching for suitable shelter again.
DICE
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 13
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I raise my hand, shivering. "M-me."
Harosh (Ephesos)
(Niskos is also on the coast. Ergo, problem.)
DM (Nioca)
The tree cover is providing decent shelter, but other than that, there's not much in the way of natural cover.
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
"If w-we're going to r-rest we sh-should go back to t-town."
Harosh (Ephesos)
"We should not go back to Thane. Definitely not."
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
Wait, what's the actual time?
Casper (Jewels)
"How far away is that then?"
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
"Not Thane. Niskos."
DM (Nioca)
Very late evening.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
It was noon and we've only been walking for a few hours, haven't we?
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Niskos is about as far away as Ricoto."
(correct?)
DM (Nioca)
(Correct)
Xuan (Dantius)
"But Niskos must be a day's journey away!"
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I collect some firewood.
DM (Nioca)
(Ricoto is currently closer than Niskos)
Iliau gathers some firewood.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I pull out my tinder and flint and start a fire on the patch of ground that Harosh cleared.
DM (Nioca)
Iliau gets a merry fire going. It staves off some of the chill.
Xuan (Dantius)
"I'm hungry."
Casper (Jewels)
"Oh, well then... ruddy luck, that."
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"No food until you collect some firewood for later tonight."
Harosh (Ephesos)
Okay... I want to try and shape an igloo. 
Preferably over the cleared ground.
PM (Harosh)
With what?
Harosh (Ephesos)
The snow. 
Xuan (Dantius)
"But we have brought along a perfectly acceptable source of food, and enough for all of us!"
PM (Harosh)
I meant skill-wise.
Harosh (Ephesos)
Moderate Transmutation skill ftw! 
Yeah. That's kind of the stuff that I intend Harosh to get good at.
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
"I'd rather die than eat a dog!"
PM (Harosh)
Roll it, then.
Harosh (Ephesos)
...this will not end well. :P 
DICE
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 12
Harosh (Ephesos)
Ah, well that's not bad. I'm willing to spend stamina.
PM (Harosh)
Fair enough.
Xuan (Dantius)
"Suit yourself. The way things are shaping up, you may have to make that choice."
Xuan (Dantius)
(What's he rolling for? Uh oh...)
DM (Nioca)
Harosh stands and starts careful chanting. Snow piles up into a small dome, forming a makeshift igloo.
It's small... it'd likely be extremely cramped. (1 stamina)
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Erika gets first pick on spots."
Harosh leans against a tree, winded.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I stand close to the fire and try to dry off my robes.
Casper (Jewels)
"That looks mighty nice Harosh. Are we all going to fit?"
Xuan (Dantius)
"Doubtful. I'll volunteer to take the watch outside and watch the dog."
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I crawl into the igloo and curl up in a ball, rocking back and forth.
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Wrong, Xuan."
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
While shivering.
Harosh (Ephesos)
"And you should probably stay by the fire until you're... less frozen."
Xuan (Dantius)
(Can I try to conjure up another shelter using summoned ice?)
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I reluctantly crawl back out, realizing it's colder in the shelter.
DM (Nioca)
(You can try.)
Xuan (Dantius)
I try.
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 12
Harosh (Ephesos)
(hah)
Xuan (Dantius)
(Same as you.)
DM (Nioca)
A small igloo of ice appears. It's smaller than Harosh's.
Xuan (Dantius)
I shrug. "It'll have to do."
Casper (Jewels)
"I'm not that tired. I can take a shift of the watch."
Xuan (Dantius)
"We could have two to mine, three to Harosh's, and one on watch."
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
(There's only five of us.)
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Do we still have those vines, by the way?"
DM (Nioca)
You do.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I pass them over to Harosh.
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Let's see if I can get it right this time..."
Harosh (Ephesos)
I cast Invigoration again.
DICE
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 13
DM (Nioca)
The vines seem to perk up a bit, and look even vinier then before.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I divide them up into five parts.
"Hey, Casper, you have any apples left?"
DM (Nioca)
It's getting extremely dark.
If it weren't for the fire, it'd likely be pitch-black out.
Casper (Jewels)
"I have a few. Do we need them now?"
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"Might as well."
Casper (Jewels)
I toss hir two apples to split between the other four people.
Xuan (Dantius)
I munch on my vines.
Casper (Jewels)
I start eating the third.
Xuan (Dantius)
(roll for munchiness)
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 20
Harosh (Ephesos)
I also partake of vines.
Xuan (Dantius)
(YES!)
Harosh (Ephesos)
(I will take 10 on the munching.)
Casper (Jewels)
*(facepalm)*
DM (Nioca)
You all eat the meal. Xuan chows down with gusto, until he notices a silver berry on the vine he's chewing on.
It's very pretty.
Xuan (Dantius)
I examine the berry
DM (Nioca)
Small, silvery, and attached to the vine.
Xuan (Dantius)
I pluck the berry off the vine
DM (Nioca)
Xuan plucks the berry.
Xuan (Dantius)
I then pocket it.
DM (Nioca)
So, everyone packing it in?
Harosh (Ephesos)
 "I'll take first watch."
Xuan (Dantius)
I crawl into *my* igloo and try to sleep.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I'll take third watch.
Casper (Jewels)
"I'll take second watch." I crawl into the Harosh's igloo.
DM (Nioca)
Roll from Casper and Iliau, then.
Preferably in that order.
DICE (Watch)
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 3
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 14
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 17
PM (Harosh)
You watch the area with weary eyes... Once or twice, you doze, before finally drifting off completely.
Harosh (Ephesos)
I make sure the dog is alive, and gather it and myself back into my igloo.
PM (Harosh)
Nope, you're asleep.
Harosh (Ephesos)
...crap.
PM (Casper)
You awaken a little later then usual. Oddly, Harosh didn't wake you for your watch... 
You wander out to find Harosh asleep against a tree. 
Casper (Jewels)
"Figures, after making that igloo, he was too tired to stay awake." I grumble to myself. Shake Harosh awake and tell him to go into the igloo for some warmer sleep.
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Hargle burgmle..."
I do so, gathering the dog into the igloo as well.
So there. :P
PM (Casper)
The rest of your watch passes uneventfully, and you return to let Iliau take watch.
PM (Iliau)
Your watch starts normally enough. However, halfway through, you hear something off in the woods. And you could swear you heard someone whispering.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
Whispering from where the something came from?
PM (Iliau)
Yes.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I duck into Harosh's igloo and wake everyone up inside of it.
"I think we're being watched."
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Urfgl."
Casper (Jewels)
I pull out a throwing knife and come out of the igloo.
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I step outside as well.
Casper (Jewels)
I look for what's going on.
DICE
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 7
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I approach where I heard the noise.
Harosh (Ephesos)
I groggily stand outside the igloo.
"Point me at it when you find it."
DM (Nioca)
When Iliau approaches the edge of the ring, there's a muffled curse. This is followed by an arrow, which ricochets with a loud 'PING!' off of Xuan's igloo.
Xuan (Dantius)
I wake up instantly.
(My igloo is clear, being made of ice, yes?)
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I run after the archer and try to tackle whoever it is.
DM (Nioca)
(Yes)
DICE
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 6
Xuan (Dantius)
I examine the outside scene to find the location of the archer.
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 19
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I remain in the igloo.
DM (Nioca)
The arrow came from between two trees to your left.
Two brigands charge out of the woods at Iliau.
Xuan (Dantius)
"The leftmost trees!"
Harosh (Ephesos)
"I WAS TRYING TO SLEEP!"
Tremor on the left brigand.
DICE
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 14
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I summon a giant spider.
DICE
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 9
Casper (Jewels)
I look for the archer between the trees and thrown my knife at it.
DICE
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 2
Xuan (Dantius)
I attempt to make a small hole in my igloo that will enable me to shoot spells at the archers
(using acid)
Casper (Jewels)
I also rub some sleep out of my eyes.
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 16
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I draw my dagger and leave the igloo.
DM (Nioca)
The left brigand, a human, stumbles slightly. However, the tremor doesn't see to take much effect... until the brigand lands in the same pond Erika did.
Casper's knife ricochets off into the darkness.
Casper (Jewels)
I grumble, "Stupid mornings..."
DM (Nioca)
Iliau slips slightly in the snow during the casting, fumbling the spell.
Xuan successfully burns a hole in his igloo.
Harosh (Ephesos)
(hah)
(oh wait, it was intentional)
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I stab the brigand who's not in the pond.
DICE
Erika rolled 1 20-sided die: 3
DM (Nioca)
Erika, shivering badly, stumbles in the snow and collapses.
Enemy's Turn.
The human brigand pulls himself out of the pond and charges Harosh. The cold must have done something, because the human pulls a mace and promptly knocks him Harosh back into the igloo. The igloo promptly collapses on Harosh. (4 damage)
The other brigand, a Dragonborn, catches Iliau flat-footed, and rams her through with a broadsword. (5 damage)
Another arrow zips from the shadows, this time grazing Casper. (1 damage)
Party's turn.
Xuan (Dantius)
I attempt to use the Shining Amulet to illuminate the scene
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 16
Harosh (Ephesos)
...make sure I didn't just crush the dog.
DM (Nioca)
The amulet shines brightly, putting the two brigands in sharp relief. However, the archer still cannot be seen, and the light is getting dulled by being inside an igloo made of ice.
You don't see the dog anywhere.
Xuan (Dantius)
(curses!)
Harosh (Ephesos)
I shout over at Xuan, "If you ate the dog, I'm smashing your head in with the shovel!"
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I try to hit the dragonborn with my staff.
Harosh (Ephesos)
Tanglebarb on the guy who just hit me.
DICE
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 4
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 12
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I try to stab one of the brigands.
DICE
Erika rolled 1 20-sided die: 12
DM (Nioca)
Iliau, impaled on a broadsword, makes a feeble swing with hir staff. The brigand just laughs.
Erika misses the human brigand.
Casper (Jewels)
I throw two knives at the dragonborn while running to Iliau's aid. (spend 2 stamina)
DICE
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 9
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 20
DM (Nioca)
However, Harosh's tanglebarbs strike true, tangling the brigand and causing him to fall to the ground.
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Ah, take that, disturber of my sleep!"
DM (Nioca)
Casper winds up and chucks two knives at the dragonborn. The first slams hard into the dragonborn's arm. The second embeds itself in the dragonborn's eye.
He screams in pain, stumbling back.
Enemy turn.
The human tries to free himself from the vines, but fails.
The dragonborn, in a rage, removes his sword from Iliau and charges Casper. One wild and slightly inaccurate slash later, Casper bears a new wound across his chest. (2 damage)
As Harosh feels elated about his success, the archer makes his presence known again by putting an arrow in his arm. (2 damage)
Party's turn
Xuan (Dantius)
(right, who's the most badly wounded?)
Harosh (Ephesos)
Ignoring the archer, I bring the shovel down on the human's head.
(half health, 6/12)
DICE
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 6
Xuan (Dantius)
(I think Illiau is hurt bad)
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Come back during the daylight, you bastards!"
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
(Hardly.)
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I take another stab at the human brigand.
DICE
Erika rolled 1 20-sided die: 7
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"Casper, take down the dragonborn!"
I search for the archer.
Xuan (Dantius)
I cast heal at Harosh
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 9
Casper (Jewels)
"What do you think I'm trying to do?!" I grab ahold of the throwing knives I stabbed into the dragonborn and stab him again with both of them. (spend 2 stamina)
DICE
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 6
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 14
Casper (Jewels)
"I. Really. Hate! Mornings!"
DM (Nioca)
The human brigand ducks and dodges, evading both Harosh and Erika's blows.
Xuan heals Harosh for 4 damage, spending 1 stamina.
Harosh (Ephesos)
(how can you duck when you're already on the ground? :P)
DM (Nioca)
Casper grabs the knives and plunges them in again, driving on against the dragonborn's sternum, and another against his back. The dragonborn groans and collapses.
(He's just that good. :-P )
Iliau, roll for your search?
DICE
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 5
DM (Nioca)
You hear the archer somewhere in the woods, but can't pinpoint where.
Enemy turn.
In a blur of motion, the human whirls, smashing his mace into Harosh, who promptly smashes into Erika. Both are knocked to the ground and severely battered. (4 damage each)
Iliau does manage to find one of the archer's arrows... It's in hir chest. (3 damage)
Party's turn.
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Stay. Down. You. Bastard."
Tanglebarb on human.
DICE
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 19
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I stab at the human.
DICE
Erika rolled 1 20-sided die: 16
Xuan (Dantius)
I cast Heal on Illiau
DM (Nioca)
The human promptly succumbs to more vines, which are not nearly as tasty as the ones eaten by the party last night.
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 18
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I search for the archer again.
DICE
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 8
DM (Nioca)
Erika then stabs the brigand for good measure, finishing him off.
Casper (Jewels)
I grab my throwing knives and run towards where I think the archer is.
DICE
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 17
DM (Nioca)
Iliau is healed for 6 damage, at no cost to Xuan.
Casper (Jewels)
(Stab him if I find him)
DM (Nioca)
Iliau has no luck, but in the archer's efforts to get away from Iliau, he accidentally meets Casper.
Roll the stab.
DICE
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 11
DM (Nioca)
He also meets one of Casper's knives stomach first.
Casper (Jewels)
"Peek-a-boo."
DM (Nioca)
Enemy's Turn.
The archer yells, and proceeds to run away. He's amazingly fast... by the time you process he's running, he's already gone.
End combat.
Xuan (Dantius)
I crawl out of my igloo. "Right. Who needs healing?"
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Where is the dog."
Xuan (Dantius)
"I didn't eat it, if that's what you mean. I would have shared if I did. Besides, I would have needed to cook it on the fire."
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I search the dragonborn's body for loot.
DICE
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 11
Harosh (Ephesos)
I look around for the dog.
DM (Nioca)
Iliau finds 3 gold, 5 silver, and the broadsword the dragonborn was using.
DICE
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 9
Xuan (Dantius)
I cast Heal on Casper
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 12
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"Anyone need a sword?"
Xuan (Dantius)
"I certainly can't use it."
DM (Nioca)
Now that the chaos is over, Harosh finds a small set of tracks leading away from the camp.
Harosh (Ephesos)
I swear, and go loot the human.
DICE
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 19
DM (Nioca)
Xuan heals Casper for 4 at no stamina cost.
Xuan (Dantius)
(What time is it?)
Casper (Jewels)
"Thanks Xuan... though I seem to feel more tired now then I did when I laid down to sleep."
I search for my throwing knife that went wide.
DICE
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 1
DM (Nioca)
You find a small stash of gold pieces in the human's boot, amounting to 18 total. You also get the mace, along with a small note he was carrying.
(Very early morning.)
Casper (Jewels)
"Where did I throw that thing at? Anybody know where my knife went?"
Xuan (Dantius)
I examine the note.
Harosh (Ephesos)
...I will examine the note.
Since I have it.
Xuan (Dantius)
"Did you check in the archer's stomach?"
Casper (Jewels)
"Not that one."
"I'm still holding that one."
"The one I threw first thing."
DM (Nioca)
Casper tromps off to look for his knife, and promptly falls into the frozen pond of doom.
She splashes frantically.
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Tomorrow, we're not camping anywhere near water."
Casper (Jewels)
"Aahh!!! Gurgle, gurgle."
Xuan (Dantius)
I frown, my Fu Manchu mustache quivering disapprovingly
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I toss one end of the rope towards Casper.
Xuan (Dantius)
I reach out a hand to help him out.
DICE
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 2
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 9
DM (Nioca)
When Casper grabs onto the rope, it breaks free of where it was tied. It's only through Xuan's fast acting that Iliau isn't pulled in as well.
Casper (Jewels)
"G-g-get m-m-me outa h-here!"
Xuan (Dantius)
I try to get Casper out again, this time using the long sword as a pole.
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 10
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Well... somebody was right about us having prices on our heads."
DM (Nioca)
Casper continues to splash frantically, occasionally disappearing beneath the surface. (-1 stamina from the struggle)
Casper (Jewels)
"I-I-I r-r-realllyy H-H-HATE m-m-morn-nings!"
DM (Nioca)
Xuan slowly pushes Casper toward the shore, miraculously without cutting him. He scrambles onto the bank, gasping for breath. (-1 stamina, exposure)
Casper (Jewels)
"Blub"
Xuan (Dantius)
"This pool needs to be fixed!"
Xuan (Dantius)
I attempt to create a thick layer of ice over it. 
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 18
DM (Nioca)
The pond ices over again.
DM (Nioca)
The sky starts brightening. It appears to be a clear day today.
Harosh (Ephesos)
Has Erika avoided freezing to death?
Casper (Jewels)
"S-so... d-does that m-mean no one f-found my knife?"
DM (Nioca)
Alright, everyone gains 3 HP and 2 stamina except for Erika & Casper (1 HP, no stamina thanks to hypothermia), and Iliau (1 HP, 1 stamina for hir brief dip)
Casper (Jewels)
(You know, usually the DM lets us fight first and then sleep.)
DM (Nioca)
Everyone in favor of calling early?
(Do I look usual to you? :-P )
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
That might be convenient for me.
Casper (Jewels)
(No, just pointing out how evil you are. ;-) )
DM (Nioca)
Alright, let's keep going. I'd prefer not to end it this early, if possible.
Spectator (Rowen)
(I'm telling you guys, huddling bodies in a sleeping bag are good for fighting hypothermia.)
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
(No one brought sleeping bags. Also, freezing is preferable.)
DM (Nioca)
Erika's shivering is starting to let up, though Casper is shivering pretty badly.
There's a loud bark, and the wiener dog wanders back into the clearing.
Xuan (Dantius)
I immediately reach for the dog. "Here doggy."
Harosh (Ephesos)
Put myself between Xuan and the dog.
DM (Nioca)
(This dog is the best thing that's ever happened to this campaign.)
Casper (Jewels)
I snatch up the dog instead. "Hey m-maybe the dog can share it's body heat w-with me to help m-me warm up."
Xuan (Dantius)
(I WILL SEE THAT DOG EATEN BEFORE THIS CAMPAIGN ENDS!!!!!!!)
Harosh (Ephesos)
...this sounds like opposed Dex checks.
Casper (Jewels)
"Have we name this little guy yet?"
Xuan (Dantius)
"How about "Dinner"?"
DM (Nioca)
If you all are going for it, then go ahead and roll it.
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 11
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 17
Harosh rolled 1 20-sided die: 16
Harosh (Ephesos)
"I was serious about the shovel, Xuan."
(well, I'm fine with Casper getting it)
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
I sneak up behind Xuan and hit him over the head with my staff. 
DICE
Dikiyoba rolled 1 20-sided die: 5
DM (Nioca)
Casper quickly snatches up the dog, and gets his face licked a few times for gratitude.
Harosh (Ephesos)
Harosh nods smugly.
Casper (Jewels)
I tuck him inside my shirt to stave off the cold.
DM (Nioca)
Iliau sneaks up behind Xuan and takes a swing with hir staff. However, ze loses hir footing in the snow and winds up falling over.
Casper (Jewels)
His head hangs out the neck hole with tongue lolling.
Xuan (Dantius)
I turn around and kick the person that just tried to attack me
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 1
Xuan (Dantius)
(DAMMIT)
Harosh (Ephesos)
(win)
Casper (Jewels)
(that's karma for you)
Harosh (Ephesos)
(so much karma)
DM (Nioca)
Xuan whirls, tries to kick, loses footing, and falls backwards onto the fire.
He promptly lights up. (2 damage)
Xuan (Dantius)
(Wait, shouldn't the fire be out?)
(After, like, the entire night, plus the combat?)
Casper (Jewels)
If it's not I go stand by it for warmth.
DM (Nioca)
(No one said they put it out.)
(Also, the watch was keeping it going)
Casper (Jewels)
Or rather I warm up my backside on it.
"Mmm... that f-feels nice."
Xuan (Dantius)
I shatter the cover of the pond and dive into it, being careful to stay close to the edge
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 20
Xuan (Dantius)
I then attempt to climb out as quickly as possible.
DM (Nioca)
Xuan, like a man on fire (well, I suppose he is), leaps into the frozen over pond. He plunges in, shattering the ice.
Casper (Jewels)
"I still won't be giving up the d-dog."
PM (Xuan)
You spot something shiny down there... 
Xuan (Dantius)
(Do I climb out, too?)
DM (Nioca)
(Dantius, check your private IM)
Xuan (Dantius)
(AH.)
Curious, I dive down deeper and investigate the shiny item 
PM (Xuan)
Note: If you do, you forfeit getting out safely, and will have to roll to get out.
Xuan (Dantius)
Sure.
PM (Xuan)
You grab the shiny object.
Casper (Jewels)
"Hey, look for my knife while you're in there!"
Xuan (Dantius)
I then attempt to surface, hauling it up with me.
(Roll for this, or just the escape?)
PM (Xuan)
Just the escape.
Xuan (Dantius)
I surface, spluttering.
I then attempt to swim to the edge and escape
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 15
DM (Nioca)
Xuan makes it out safely.
Xuan (Dantius)
I take a peek at the item when noone is looking. What is is?
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"Shame."
PM (Xuan)
It appears to be Casper's missing throwing knife.
Xuan (Dantius)
I walk over to Casper.
"Here's your knife. It was at the bottom of the pool."
I hand the knife over.
(And here I was expecting something exciting...) 
PM (Xuan)
(Well, what did you expect to be in a small forest pond? Treasure chests? Mythical weaponry? Cats?) 
Casper (Jewels)
"Oh, Wow! Thanks man. You're the best! ... You're still not getting the dog."
I take the knife graciously.
"But you can re-warm yourself next to t-the fire with me."
Xuan (Dantius)
I eye the dog and address it "One of these days, you'll be mine."
DM (Nioca)
The dog stares at Xuan with buggy little eyes.
You hear birds chirping in the distance.
Harosh (Ephesos)
"So... how long do you think we should wait until we move?"
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
"I need a little healing."
Xuan (Dantius)
I frown. "Heal!"
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 7
Casper (Jewels)
"Until we stop shivering at least, or else I won't be any good in the next fight. Which will probably come when that archer coward comes back with reinforcements."
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"We should move on quickly. There are obviously people looking for us."
Xuan (Dantius)
"I reccommend that we head out on the lake. That way, he won't be able to ambush us."
DM (Nioca)
Xuan heals Erika for 3 at the cost of 1 stamina.
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Oh, right. The human had a note. Yes, we have a bounty on us."
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"How much are we worth?"
Harosh (Ephesos)
"And it was signed with a skull... which in turn had some weird symbol on it."
Xuan (Dantius)
"Sweet! How much?"
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
"We might be able to see them in the case of an ambush, but I'm not keen on fighting them on thin ice."
Xuan (Dantius)
"Wait. Can I see the skull symbol?"
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Together, 200 gold."
I show Xuan the note.
DM (Nioca)
It's a skull with an odd symbol emblazoned on it.
Xuan (Dantius)
"Clearly we aren't doing our jobs right then, if we're only worth 200..." I examine the note. Do I recognize the symbol? (Roll for history or streetwise or whatever.)
DICE
Xuan rolled 1 20-sided die: 9 (History)
Xuan (Dantius)
"Harosh, can I keep this note? There's something odd about that symbol."
Harosh (Ephesos)
"Yeah, fine."
"If you turn us in..."
Xuan (Dantius)
"Please. I'm wanted too, remember?"
Casper (Jewels)
"Hey... maybe I could cast resmancy on it and see who gave it to the bounty hunters."
Xuan (Dantius)
I take the note and conceal in an inner pocket.
DM (Nioca)
The sun is bright, with streams of light piercing through the canopy of leafless trees.
Xuan (Dantius)
"Good idea." I hand over the note.
DM (Nioca)
The light is hitting the snow, making it dazzlingly white.
Casper (Jewels)
I cast resmancy on it.
DICE
Casper rolled 1 20-sided die: 3
PM (Casper)
You learn that it was here about 1 minute ago. 
Iliau (Dikiyoba)
"Right. I think it's about time to get going. If you're cold, walking will warm you up."
I take ten and make a pair of snow goggles out of a piece of bark.
Then I start walking.
Casper (Jewels)
I hand it back. "I got nothing. I'm too drained from the fight."
Harosh (Ephesos)
I follow.
Erika (Duck In A Top Hat)
I get moving as well.
Xuan (Dantius)
I pocket it and get moving.
Casper (Jewels)
I start walking with the others.
DM (Nioca)
You continue following the cart wheel tracks, Iliau making a funky-looking pair of goggles along the way.
Eventually, you come across the remains of an old cart in a small clearing.
End session.


