Ephesos
Alright then, can I get a recap?
Etris
We arrived at a ruined cottage, got Temmyn and a magic book. Proceeded onward, encountered Jareth. Lindy looked into a universe orb, John appeared covered in barbecue sauce, and Etris antagonized until his sword flew away. Then we went down another corridor and wound up fighting eight zombies at once. The regular ones were defeated, but the eighth, a tall voodoo zombie, launched a final attack and escaped. From there, we arrived at the forest and decided to rest. Etris and Thuja kept watch.
Ephesos
...wow, was that prepared in advance?
Etris
Yes.
Temmyn
I'm going to go ahead and guess Etris didn't type it in two seconds, yeah :)
Thuja
I demand longer and more detailed and more epic, Etris! And not typed up in advance. :P
Ephesos
Okay then.
The sound of a passing crow suddenly wakes you all. It's still light out, but then again, none of you are certain what constitutes "day" or "night".
Perception checks all around.
DICE
Etris rolled 1 20-sided die: 1
Lindy rolled 1 20-sided die: 12
Thuja rolled 1 20-sided die: 18
Conall rolled 1 20-sided die: 11
Temmyn rolled 1 20-sided die: 18
Etris
What a wonderful way to start the session... :-P
Ephesos
Etris immediately falls back asleep, but the rest of you notice the glass ball sitting in the midst of the group. It almost looks serene, so far as an inanimate object can.
Etris
Wasn't I on watch?
Ephesos
Not anymore.
Conall
"You know, last time we find a ball after sleeping, we did manage to get away from it without it exploding."
"Find, found. Whatever."
Temmyn
I rise up and try to get a bit of distance from the ball. About 20 meters away or so, still talking distance.
Thuja
I kick Etris awake.
Thuja
"You're supposed to be on watch duty, you moron!"
Etris
"Ow!"
Lindy
I get as far away as possible.
Etris
"Wasn't this your shift, Thuja?"
Ephesos
The glass ball does nothing. It just sits there. You almost feel like it's watching you.
Conall
"You're both morons. Happy? Now, lets all focus on the evil ball."
Temmyn
I cautiously walk back toward the group.
Lindy
"More often than not, these things try to rip our heads off. Maybe we should just be on our way."
Temmyn
I wave at the crystal ball. "Morning Jareth. Sleep well?" Just in case. :P
Etris
"What ball?"
Temmyn
I point at it.
Etris
"Oh." I cautiously get up and approach it.
Ephesos
The ball does not respond.
Conall
"So, I'm in favour of moving on, and leaving it here. Which way were we going again?"
Etris
"Well, our main plan was to get to the forest. So..."
"We're here."
Temmyn
"Wait, don't those balls usually explode immediately?"
Ephesos
The ball explodes.
Conall
I'm just going to roll my eyes...
Ephesos
The ball emits a puff of blue sparkles, then crumbles into dust. Two things happen.
First, the sky darkens. Now it looks like the night that you're used to.
There is no moon or stars that you can see. Also, thick clouds begin to gather overhead.
Temmyn
I bite my nails hoping neither of those things is lethal.
Lindy
"I really hope this isn't more fish..."
I tap my staff on the ground lighting up the top and start hurring into the cover of the forest.
Temmyn
(Oh dear. The more dramatic the weather cutscene, the deadlier the occasion.)
I run after Lindy.
Thuja
Fine, running.
Etris
I follow the group.
Conall
In that case, I'll follow. :p
Ephesos
As you sprint into the cover of the forest, you realize that it's really dark out. Dark enough that it's hard to see where you're going.
Conall
"Anybody have a torch?"
Lindy
I have my staff lit up... That's it's one magical useful property.
Course there are plenty of trees to set on fire if Etris wants.
Temmyn
"I'd rather stumble than be on fire."
Ephesos
Also, some of you still feel uneasy from your recent injuries.
Thuja and Etris both lose one Stamina, Kaval loses 2, and John loses 3.
John is slowed enough that he quickly falls behind, out of sight.
Temmyn
"Wait up, we've lost John."
Etris
"Good!"
Lindy
I roll my eyes and don't stop.
Conall
"Yeah, he'll find us again, I'm sure."
Etris
I march doggedly ahead.
Temmyn
"Meh."
Ephesos
Are you looking for a trail, or just bushwhacking?
Thuja
"It's John. Who cares?"
Etris
Me? I'm bushwhacking.
Lindy
If I come to a trail, I'll follow it.
Temmyn
We were just trying to get cover. Or lost. Whichever comes first, I suppose.
Ephesos
Anyone looking for a trail needs a Nature check.
DICE
Lindy rolled 1 20-sided die: 9
Thuja rolled 1 20-sided die: 5
Temmyn rolled 1 20-sided die: 12
Conall rolled 1 20-sided die: 3
Ephesos
Anyone who spotted anything has been notified.
A light rain begins to fall. Mercifully, the rain is normal, and does not include fish.
Lindy
"Anybody see a trail?"
Temmyn
"Nah."
Thuja
"Not yet."
Lindy
I slow down to wash off some barbeque sauce.
Temmyn
"If we're not in immediate danger, I'd like to examine that book you found for a moment, Lindy."
Ephesos
A crow caws in the distance.
Conall
"Thuja, you should probably follow Lindy's lead. Just saying."
Lindy
"Sure thing." I hand it over.
Etris
"Let's keep moving while you guys do that, alright?" I keep moving ahead.
Thuja
"Bah. I don't have any BBQ sauce on me, as you can well see."
Lindy
"I found three coppers with it. They might be significant." I hand those over too.
Temmyn
I try to cast my divination on it to see if I can work anything out. Not expecting much, but I suppose it's worth a shot.
Ephesos
Roll it then.
DICE
Temmyn rolled 1 20-sided die: 2
Temmyn
"Yeah, it's a book all right." I grumble.
Thuja
"Are you sure it's not a shark?"
Temmyn
"I'm almost certain it's not."
Lindy
"Try tearing out a page."
Conall
(*Looks scared")
"Are those land sharks back?"
Thuja
"Maybe John will run into one..."
Ephesos
Who's in front of the group?
Etris
I am.
Conall
Etris wandered off, so he is.
Ephesos
You hear a yelp from back towards the edge of the forest.
It's a loud yelp.
Temmyn
(And just when we lost him in the woods! :P)
Conall
"You might have been right about those sharks..."
I'll go back, towards the yelps.
Etris
"You know, something about that has trap written all over it."
Thuja
"Wait. This is stupid. We're all injured and we're about to run into danger."
Temmyn
"Whichever direction we pick, I suppose."
Is the yelp human?
Ephesos
Yes it is, as far as you can tell.
The distance distorts the sound a bit.
Conall
"You think we should rest again, in the mud, and the rain?"
Thuja
"How about Lindy heals us?"
Temmyn
Huh. Humans here have been either Jareth or our guys, right?
Lindy
"Sure if you want to carry me for the whole day."
Etris
"Lindy's weak. She should be reserved for an emergency basis only."
Ephesos
You hear a loud scream from the same place.
Shortly followed by a growl.
Temmyn
Is Conall still in sight?
Ephesos
Yes he is.
Conall
"Oh, forget this. If sharks eat me, so be it"
Temmyn
I run toward the fighting as well, after Conall.
Conall
I'll keep going towards the screams.
Thuja
"Gah." I follow Conall.
Etris
"For..."
I trudge after the group.
Lindy
I follow behind slowly.
Ephesos
As you approach the source of the screams, you see a prone human figure at the base of a sturdy tree trunk.
Looming above it is... a thing.
The thing turns around to look at you with a pair of beady, pitch-black eyes. It is long (roughly 7 feet), squat, and has numerous small legs. A row of sharp, pointy teeth adorns the front. It also has... fins?
By the time you see the thing, you're no more than fifteen feet away from it.
Temmyn
"I knew it!"
Etris
"You gotta be kidding me."
Conall
"Oh, how you mocked..."
Lindy
"Oh great... "
Etris
I scry the creature. Do I learn anything about it?
Conall
I'm going to attack as soon as I'm close enough.
Temmyn
Well, it's seen us already and it's clearly hostile. I cast lightning at it.
DICE
Conall rolled 1 20-sided die: 16
Temmyn rolled 1 20-sided die: 11
Thuja
I do a nature check to determine any weaknesses.
Also, to see whether it can be tamed and used as a really cool method of transport. :P
DICE
Thuja rolled 1 20-sided die: 7
Conall
"What the... lightning, IN RAIN?! Great idea Temmyn!"
Temmyn
(Oh. Wait, rain doesn't conduct. At worst, we ground could shock us if we were standing in water... I think.)
Ephesos
Temmyn casts a quick spell, and the air in front of you becomes a mass of sparks. The spell fizzles, and the beast scuttles off into the dark woods, leaving you alone with John.
Conall
(1 intelligence over here. :p)
John
"Hello."
Thuja
"I hate you, Temmyn."
Temmyn
"Well, that works too."
Lindy
"Can you walk?"
Ephesos
He appears to be bleeding, but the wounds are superficial and easily cleaned.
Conall
"I take it the shark-monster didn't need the fedora?"
Lindy
I bandage his wounds with first aid.
DICE
Lindy rolled 1 20-sided die: 11
Ephesos
No roll needed, you succeed.
Temmyn
"My bad for scaring off your shark mount." I roll my eyes. :P
Etris
"You know, this is why you don't wear shark bait on your head."
"Well, other than the obvious and sane reasons."
John
"I tell you, I almost reeled in a customer back there." :P
Conall
"Don't talk. You're killing my brain."
Ephesos
John is visibly shaking.
Etris
"Alright, what now?"
Conall
"Back into the forest?"
Etris
"Sounds as bad a plan as any." I head off into the forest.
Thuja
"We don't have anything better to do."
I follow.
Ephesos
The rain starts to pick up a bit.
Conall
"You know, I really hope something bad happens to him. He should know not to wander off..."
I'll help John up, and follow the other two.
Temmyn
I follow as well.
Lindy
I try to stay to the middle of the pack with my light.
Ephesos
You trudge through the forest, still bereft of a trail, and nearly walk straight into a large rock outcropping. It appears to have a face.
Lindy
"hello."
John
"Hats anyone..."
Ephesos
You can see distinct eyes and a mouth.
Conall
"Hello, Mr Rock."
John
"Would you... be interested... in a hat?"
Temmyn
Does it seem to be moving?
Conall
*facepalm*
Ephesos
The face starts moving, and a gravelly (hah) voice issues forth.
"TURN BACK WHILE YOU STILL CAN."
John
"Not until... I sell... a hat..."
Conall
"Why, what's ahead? What will happen if you keep going? I mean, apart from dying."
Etris
"Why should we turn back?"
Lindy
"Why should we turn back?"
Etris
"Jinx, Lindy..."
Lindy
"I'll get you a club soda at the next store I see."
Ephesos
"TURN BACK, TURN BACK! AHEAD AWAITS DEATH AND DISFIGUREMENT."
John
"Does it want a hat?"
Temmyn
"What are you?"
Lindy
"How do you know? Have you been there before?"
Conall
"We get that same deal by going back too. Can you be more specific?"
Ephesos
You're not sure where you'd put the hat.
You hear a sound similar to a sigh, if an avalanche were capable of sighing.
"LOOK, I'M JUST TRYING TO DO MY JOB HERE. I DON'T GET TO DO THIS VERY OFTEN."
Temmyn
"Oh. You must be bored out of your, er. marbles."
Lindy
"I don't suppose you know how we can get back home..."
Conall
"You're doing it pretty well, but we're all immensely stupid, so you'll have to be much more specific."
(I gesture to John as I say "stupid")
Etris
"I'd imagine. But what specifically lies ahead?"
Ephesos
"I'M SORRY, I DON'T GET OUT MUCH."
"I JUST TRY TO FOCUS MY ENERGY ON MY JOB."
"ANYBODY FEEL LIKE TWENTY QUESTIONS?"
You hear a similar voice from off in the dark to your left.
"DIBS!"
Conall
"I swear, if anybody mentions anything that sounds remotely like a riddle, I'm clubbing you both."
Etris
"Focus for a minute, here. Did the person that hired you give you any details regarding this forest? Or about anything else?"
Ephesos
"IS IT AN ANIMAL?"
Lindy
I move closer to the other side with my light.
Temmyn
"Oh. Maybe we can make a bit of conversation. Do you know anything interesting about this place?"
Ephesos
"...OH, OKAY. UM... I DON'T KNOW. IT'S KIND OF AN ANIMAL. LET ME TALK TO THESE PEOPLE WHILE I THINK."
You hear the far-off voice again.
"WHAT PEOPLE?"
The face in front of you sighs again.
"SHUT UP JERRY. NOW WHAT DID YOU WANT TO ASK?"
Temmyn
(Jareth really has a knack for hiring cheap help.)
Etris
"The person that hired you. Did he give you any details regarding the forest, or about anything else?"
Temmyn
"What about the danger you just warned us about? How do you know there is danger?"
Ephesos
"HIRED? WHY DO YOU THINK SOMEONE HIRED ME?"
"I'VE ALWAYS BEEN HERE. I JUST KNOW THERE'S DANGER."
Etris
"You just said it's your job."
Conall
"Like I said, immensely stupid..."
Ephesos
"SORRY, I SHOULD GET BACK TO JERRY. NO, IT'S NOT AN ANIMAL."
The voice in the dark replies.
"IS IT A ROCK?"
The face in front of you frowns.
"YES, IT'S A ROCK. I SWEAR YOU CHEAT AT THIS JERRY. ONE OF THESE DAYS I'M GOING TO COME OVER THERE AND..."
Jerry replies.
"AND WHAT?"
Temmyn
(I get the feeling I should do something, but watching this is too much fun.)
Ephesos
"LOOK, STEVE. YOU'RE FULL OF IT."
Thuja
"If we die, we no longer have to put up with this. I vote we keep going, very cautiously."
Ephesos
Steve spits a piece of gravel onto the ground.
Etris
I examine the gravel.
Ephesos
The gravel is just gravel.
"JERRY I'M SERIOUS. ONE OF THESE DAYS I'M GONNA KNOCK YOUR PROVERBIAL BLOCK OFF."
Temmyn
"Wait. Steve, has anyone else been here before? Recently, or longer?"
Ephesos
Steve scowls at you.
Lindy
"Ask them about the book Temmyn."
Ephesos
"OH NOW BECAUSE I CAN'T BEAT JERRY AT A GAME YOU THINK I'M A PUSHOVER? DON'T MAKE ME COME FOR YOU TOO."
Conall
"They're just rocks. They clearly aren't going to help us anymore than they have. Lets move on?"
Temmyn
I show the book and the coppers to Steve. "Seen something like this before?"
Ephesos
"IT'S A BOOK. AND ROCKS."
Thuja
"Finally, someone else shows some sense. Good work, Conall."
Ephesos
The rain is starting to get kind of heavy now. It's also getting colder.
Lindy
"We should try to find some shelter."
Temmyn
"Oh, this is just getting tedious. Let's leave the two alone and move on."
Conall
"Lets everybody press on, and look for some shelter."
Lindy
"Bye Steve, bye Jerry. Um... Nice talking to you."
Thuja
"Or at least a trail."
Etris
"SHUT! UP! JUST SHUT UP! I am Master Jareth's assistant, and I'm looking for any portals in the area. Now. If there's some danger in this area, I need to know everything there is to know about it NOW! Because if I don't, Jareth will do it himself." (bluff)
Ephesos
Roll the bluff.
DICE
Etris rolled 1 20-sided die: 6
Ephesos
Steve spits another piece of gravel, this time at Etris (no damage).
"JARETH HAS NO ASSISTANTS YOU FOOL. NOW TURN BACK OR FACE THE PERIL!"
Lindy
"As if there isn't peril where we just came from..."
John
"Well, if there's any possibility the peril wants a hat, I'd say it's worth a shot."
Etris
"Jareth will hear about this." I march on.
John
"I haven't sold a hat in a long time."
Ephesos
As you press ahead, the voice of the bickering rocks fades into the background noise of the rain.
Temmyn
"Jareth doesn't exactly care about visitors enough to warn them about any danger, so I'll take that with a grain of salt."
Ephesos
You pass another large outcropping, but this one has an overhang.
Conall
"What kind of stupid name is "Steve" anyway. Never heard of a "Steve" before, Have you, Temmyn. Etris?"
"Ooh, shelter!"
John
"TRAP."
"Could be a trap."
Temmyn
"Ooh, rocks fall everyone dies!"
Thuja
I examine the outcrop/overhang.
Temmyn
I walk beneath the overhang anyway.
John
"Be careful."
Conall
"Well, this loin cloth is only going to shrink if it gets wetter, so if you guys are fine with that we can hang out in the rain some more. If not, lets go to the shelter."
Ephesos
The ground under the overhang is strangely devoid of flora.
John
I wait outside. If no one dies, I'll follow.
Temmyn
"Huh."
Ephesos
Temmyn and Conall sit down under the overhang. Neither one dies horribly.
John
I'll slowly walk beneath the overhang.
Temmyn
"This place looks a bit odd." I want to try my metal-sensing to check for traps, doors, etc.
Lindy
I search the ground for some stray branches and logs.
"We might as well make a fire to stay warm if we're stopping."
Conall
I'll comb my beards again."
Ephesos
Lindy gathers some branches, but they're wet.
Conall combs his beards.
Conall
I don't suppose my club-bits are dry, are they?
Lindy
Hey Etris, think you can get these to light up?
Etris
"I'll give it a shot."
Standing outside the overhang, I focus a sunray on the branches.
Ephesos
Because the branches are wet and it's raining, roll for it.
The club bits are not dry, unless you've kept them somewhere dry.
DICE
Etris rolled 1 20-sided die: 13
Ephesos
It takes a little while, but the branches eventually catch fire. You all have to look away from the bright light.
Conall
(They're not going to fit under the loin cloth as well, so no. :p)
Kaval
"Finally. I'm freezing."
Lindy
I sit next to the fire and try to rest.
Thuja
I climb under the overhang and examine it from the inside.
Ephesos
You hear a low rumble.
Kaval
"Maybe we shouldn't sit under there."
Lindy
"I sure hope that was thunder and not an earthquake."
Ephesos
"garraf mym mfff"
Conall
"Get off my mouth?"
Thuja
"I think so."
Conall
I'm moving from out of the shelter.
Etris
I smile smugly at the people under the shelter.
Kaval
If I was in, I get out.
Thuja
I step out of the shelter.
Lindy
I get out into the rain again...
Ephesos
"grarble smyfthi arkmbn rtghvzda fig"
John
I'll hurry out of the shelter and offer the source of noise a hat.
From a distance.
Conall
"Yeah, no, I didnt get that one..."
I'll stamp the fire out, though.
Ephesos
"arfww uyff hm"
Temmyn
I run out of the outcropping/mouth
Kaval
"Sorry about that!"
Ephesos
The outcropping seems to tumble towards the ground, and a puff of smoke and ash shoots out.
Now you see eyes.
Lindy
"So sorry... we were just looking for a place to stay dry."
Etris
"So... do you know anything about this forest, and its dangers?"
Ephesos
More smoke shoots out, and you hear stones grinding on each other.
Lindy
"I think we should move on to find some real shelter."
Ephesos
"I WAS NAPPING."
Etris
"My apologies. My fellows here are quite thoughtless."
Conall
"We're sorry. Your mouth just looked very inviting. And, if you recall Etris, you were the one who started the fire in this things mouth."
Etris
"At your insistence."
Conall
"At Lindy's insistance, actually."
John
"As a peace offering, please take this hat."
Kaval
"We're sorry, we didn't see you there."
Etris
"You, Lindy, it's the same thing, really."
Ephesos
"THAT TASTED AWFUL. WASH YOUR FEET."
Conall
"Because you're without any free will and need us to tell you what to do?"
Lindy
I start shivering. "Oh, quit your bickering you two. We still need to find shelter."
Conall
"Eugh. Lets just move on." (addressing the stone thing) "Again, we're very sorry."
John
"But I still haven't sold one hat!!"
Thuja
"Do you happen to know anything about the danger Steve back that way" I point. "was blathering on about?"
Kaval
"I don't think your hats would fit him, John. Plus, where would he keep a wallet?"
Ephesos
"DON'T TALK TO ME ABOUT STEVE."
"STEVE IS A JERK."
Etris
"No kidding."
Thuja
"Haha, yeah."
Kaval
"You may be the first person we've met who isn't a jerk."
Conall
"Jerry seems alright though..."
Temmyn
"Who are you?"
Ephesos
The huge face clears its... throat? Either way, it sounds like a boulder splitting in two.
"TURN BACK! TURN BACK!"
John
"After I sell ONE hat!"
Ephesos
"SORRY ALMOST FORGOT MY LINE."
Thuja
"Oh Gods, you were almost not annoying too."
"Let's just move on."
Kaval
"Whatever's ahead, it can't be more annoying than what's back."
Conall
"You're being surprisingly cavalier, Kaval." :p
Etris
"Look, I am Jareth's newly-appointed assistant. I'm here to check for any portals, and I need to know the details of any dangers in the area." (Bluff, because if at first you don't succeed...)
DICE
Etris rolled 1 20-sided die: 5
Etris
(Then you're bound to fail again. *facepalm*)
Ephesos
"JUST DOING MY JOB. AND DON'T EVEN TRY IT BUDDY YOU JUST TRIED TO BURN MY TONGUE AFTER ALL."
Conall
(seriously, the bluff skill should just be called "roll to fail" in this game :p)
Temmyn
"Why is your job to tell us to turn back?"
"Have you been doing this as long as you exist?"
Ephesos
"HEY SOMEBODY HAS TO DO IT."
"AND I WAS ASLEEP."
Kaval
"Why does somebody have to do it?"
Ephesos
"WELL BECAUSE."
Etris
I head further into the forest. Preferably before Etris goes insane and kicks off a homicidal spree.
Kaval
"It's hard to imagine that people come through here often enough for it to be a concern, and it really only makes sense when people happen to be going the exact direction we are."
Thuja
I'm following Etris.
John
I'll follow.
Lindy
"Goodbye whoever you are." I follow.
Kaval
"Nice talking to you." I follow, too.
Ephesos
You hear more grumbling as you trudge deeper into the forest.
Temmyn
"This is getting kind of weird. Why would three or more animated heads warn us about this forest?"
Conall
I'm trying to decide if the rocks are more or less annoying than the door-knockers...
Ephesos
Anyone who is still looking for a path can roll another Nature check.
DICE
Lindy rolled 1 20-sided die: 10
Kaval rolled 1 20-sided die: 16
Thuja rolled 1 20-sided die: 13
Temmyn rolled 1 20-sided die: 2
Etris
"You know, I think that those rocks are the danger that they're warning us about."
Kaval
"Hey guys, I think I see a deer-path here."
"Look, it goes off to the left and right, see?"
Thuja
"Yeah, I see it."
"Shall we follow it? It beats trying to step over bushes and brambles all the time."
Etris
"Sounds good. Lead on."
John
"Let's go."
Temmyn
"Yeah, let's."
Lindy
"Indeed."
Kaval
"Which way, though?"
Conall
"Left. Always go left."
Kaval
"Okay." I go left.
Thuja
I follow.
Etris
I follow.
Ephesos
You all head left, and trudge through the mud. The path is faint,but it's there.
Temmyn
"Wait, there's something here!"
"I hear some animal."
Lindy
What is it?
Kaval
I scramble into a tree.
"Yes, what is it?"
Ephesos
Roll to climb, Kaval.
Temmyn
"It's growling. Could be a predator or monster."
Etris
I prepare a force blast. "Oh, great. As if things couldn't get better."
"Didn't that land shark growl?"
Conall
"Another land shark?"
DICE
Kaval rolled 1 20-sided die: 2
Ephesos
Kaval slips and falls into the mud.
Thuja
"Awesome!"
Temmyn
I ready my wrench and try to gaze out into the darkness for any sign of movement.
Kaval
"Damn it." Are there any loose stones or anything near me?
Lindy
We could always try running the other direction instead of fighting in our current condition.
Ephesos
It's pretty much just mud, leaves, small shrubs, and tree roots.
You all hear the growling now. It's unsettlingly close.
Conall
"Back means those rocks... I'd rather fight."
Kaval
"Best not to show fear."
Conall
"Like hiding up a tree?"
Etris
"Or snacks. But we're screwed on that point."
Kaval
"That was a tactical decision, jerk."
Thuja
"Lindy could heal us so that would be less of an issue, of course..."
Lindy
Weighs her options... "Do I cast protection or save my strength for saving lives after the damage is done?"
"If I cast heal all, I pass out."
Ephesos
Without warning, John screams and bolts off into the woods. The growling momentarily stops.
Etris
Can I run a perception check to determine where it's coming from?
Conall
"We're fine. If it looks like somebody is going to die, heal us Lindy."
"Oh. Well that takes care of that." :p
Temmyn
"What's up with John?"
Ephesos
The growling returns. It seems to be coming from all directions.
Kaval
"Form a circle!"
Conall
"One of these days, you're all going to learn to shut me up before I speak."
Temmyn
"Nice knowing you guys."
Etris
"Oh, hush. We'll be just fine... And I'm going to have sushi tonight..."
Conall
"You know, just before they eat us, you could just do that spark trick you did before."
Temmyn
"Assuming those are just sharks."
Ephesos
Two pinpricks of light show up at the edge of your light.
Etris
"Gotcha." I fire a force blast at it.
DICE
Etris rolled 1 20-sided die: 6
Temmyn
Spaced right for eyes?
Ephesos
Yes.
Temmyn
I try to fire lightning. Sparks. Whichever.
DICE
Temmyn rolled 1 20-sided die: 7
Ephesos
Etris lobs a force blast into the trees, and a loud rustle shuts out the growling for a moment. The two eyes disappear.
Temmyn sends a half-formed lightning bolt off into the darkness. Nothing happens.
The growling gets louder, to where it nearly blocks out the sound of the rain, which keeps picking up.
Temmyn
(I get the feeling we're being terminally stupid.)
Kaval
(Yeah, we shouldn't have shot first.)
Lindy
"I think these sharks like the rain."
Kaval
"Do sharks growl?"
Temmyn
"Keeps those gills watered, I guess."
Etris
"That previous one did."
Conall
"Land ones do."
Temmyn
"And I believe they roar."
Ephesos
You hear a roar.
Conall
"Hmm. I also believe they're friendly and just want to lead us to Jareth."
Etris
"Or they're just hungry."
Lindy
"Too bad John ran off.. we could have fed him to them."
Thuja
"Here, sharky sharky sharky."
Kaval
"Can land sharks climb? Because I'm pretty sure we can climb."
Temmyn
"Yes, you demonstrated as much."
Ephesos
You hear a growl from above you.
Temmyn
Can we finally SEE anything?
Conall
"I think we should just solve this with extreme violence"
Kaval
"We can't see anything."
Lindy
I send a blast into the air above us towards the growl.
Thuja
"See if we can leave one of them alive, though."
DICE
Lindy rolled 1 20-sided die: 12
Etris
I illuminate the area with light.
Temmyn
"At the moment, I'm more concerned about one of us being left alive at the end..."
Ephesos
A blast of holy light shoots upward, and for just a second you see a moving figure in the tree above you. You hear a yelp, and then there's no more growling from above.
Etris's light doesn't reveal anything new.
Temmyn
Were we able to discern the shape of the figure?
Humanoid, bird, big or small?
Lindy
Shark?
Ephesos
It looked similar to the land shark from earlier. You hear another roar.
Etris
"And thus, the stalemate begins."
Temmyn
"Whew. *Those* things I'm not afraid of."
Ephesos
Several pairs of eyes appear at the edge of your light.
You hear a distant peal of thunder.
Thuja
"Come on, move a little closer so I can brain you with my boomerang."
Temmyn
Do we hear any growling from the eyes?
Kaval
I get out one of my throwing stone.
Lindy
I send a holy blast at the nearest set of eyes.
DICE
Lindy rolled 1 20-sided die: 1
Etris
I create a force shield around myself. (1 Stamina)
DICE
Etris rolled 1 20-sided die: 13
Ephesos
A glimmering sheen appears over Etris, as a blast of holy light appears at the tip of Lindy's staff. Said light then explodes, dazzling everyone but Etris.
Kaval
"Ah! My eyes!"
Thuja
"Argh!"
Ephesos
The growls quiet down momentarily, and you hear a few pained yelps.
Lindy
"Oops..."
"Hey guys I think they don't like the light. Maybe we should start a fire with one of these trees."
Kaval
"It's raining. Also, we're surrounded by kindling."
Etris
"They'll just wait it out. It's bound to either burn us to death or burn out and leave us open."
Conall
"well, we could get one of you magicky types to make a magic fire, and then runfor it?"
Temmyn
"They don't seem to be capable of complex tactics."
Etris
"No go. We're surrounded."
Thuja
"Lindy, can you light up your staff and give it to me? Will it work if it's not in your hands?"
Temmyn
"I can electrocute a few trees for you, but I don't have the juice for a forest fire."
Conall
"They might run from the light. Either way, we're accomplishing nothing here."
Ephesos
Now it's harder to see than before. Everyone has lingering sparkles in their eyes.
Kaval
"We could arm ourselves with torches."
Conall
"...Raining."
Lindy
"It's already lit. And I don't think I'll be handing it over to anyone thank you."
Kaval
"We could fortify our position and wait for dawn."
Conall
"Thuja, what were you going to do? Maybe Lindy could do it?"
Etris
"Did you forget how long it took for one day to pass?"
Temmyn
"Dawn?"
Etris
"Do you really think we can hold out that long?"
Lindy
Dawn? You think there'll be a dawn to save us? A glass ball made the sun set.
Thuja
"Fine. You scare the sharks away with your staff then. But heal us before you get killed."
Etris
"Oh for..."
I fire on one of the last locations I saw a shark with a force blast.
DICE
Etris rolled 1 20-sided die: 4
Ephesos
The blast caroms off the ground into the darkness. You think you hear a yelp, but you're not sure.
Conall
"That's really not helping. We need to move forwards - we're sitting ducks here."
Temmyn
"They're not attacking!"
Conall
"No, but the longer we stay here the more likely it is that they will."
Etris
"You want to move forward?! Go ahead. Move forward! But I'm not collecting the body from their stomachs!"
Temmyn
Yes. Let's pick a direction and move.
Ephesos
A lone shark, which is noticeably bigger than the one you saw before, lunges into the light.
It roars at you.
Temmyn
"Finally we're getting somewhere."
Kaval
I roar back.
Etris
Is it too soon for me to fire again?
Conall
"Etris, remind me not to save you if a shark gets you."
I'll swing at the shark.
DICE
Conall rolled 1 20-sided die: 7
Lindy
I roar back at the shark. "RRRRRAAAAAAAWWWWWWWWRRRRRRR!"
Thuja
"I swear, the sharks are smarter than the five of you."
Ephesos
Conall's club thuds into the shark's hide. The shark is nonplussed, and it snaps at him. However, the shark misses and slips into the mud.
Temmyn
"Look, Gills. I won't enjoy doing this, but I have not had a nice day. Stay the hell out of my way or things will go hard for you."
Thuja
"Lindy! Give me your rope! Now's my chance to lasso it!"
Lindy
"I used it to bandage you lot up already!"
Kaval
"This one doesn't seem very agressive. Let's just move on."
Lindy
"Stop getting hurt and maybe I'd have a rope!"
Ephesos
The shark gets up and charges at Kaval.
Kaval
I stab it in the eye with my spear.
DICE
Kaval rolled 1 20-sided die: 13
Ephesos
The shark completely leaves the ground, briefly looking like a torpedo as it slams into Kaval's chest, knocking him flat on the ground.
(3 damage to Kaval, and his attack fails.)
Temmyn
"You asked for it." I take my wrench and try to smack it on the nose.
DICE
Temmyn rolled 1 20-sided die: 15
Kaval
"Arrrrgh! Kill it!"
Etris
"Finally, a sensible sentiment."
Ephesos
Temmyn runs over and clubs it with a wrench, as two more sharks slip into the light.
The clubbed shark, dazed, rolls over on its back. A fin flails lazily.
Conall
"Thuja, quick!"
Thuja
I attack it with my axe.
DICE
Thuja rolled 1 20-sided die: 4
Conall
(I mean jump on it, dude)
Thuja
(If we weren't all half dead with three sharks to fight...)
Ephesos
The shark regains enough of its wits to roll out of the way.
Etris
I fire a blast at one of the new sharks. Spend 1 Stamina on it.
Kaval
I throw a statue chunk at the other one.
Lindy
I aim another holy blast at it praying to the gods of fate and luck.
Conall
I'll attack the nearest one.
Thuja
I attack the large shark again.
DICE
Etris rolled 1 20-sided die: 4
Kaval rolled 1 20-sided die: 13
Lindy rolled 1 20-sided die: 4
Conall rolled 1 20-sided die: 10
Thuja rolled 1 20-sided die: 3
Ephesos
Both Etris and Lindy fail to connect with their spells. Kaval gets up, but he's still too stunned to act. Thuja and Conall also miss.
A new shark charges at Temmyn, knocking him to the ground and dealing 2 damage. Another one charges past Etris, who easily sidesteps.
Temmyn
I get up and hit the big shark again as well.
DICE
Temmyn rolled 1 20-sided die: 20
Temmyn
(WHOA. First twenty in this session?)
Ephesos
The shark that already charged Temmyn does so again, but Temmyn has his wrench ready this time. One powerful swing, and the shark almost instantly reverses direction, traveling at roughly the same speed. It crumples in a heap at the base of a nearby tree.
Thuja
(Jerry rolled one, actually. That's why he won the 20 questions round so easily. :P)
(Is it dead?)
Temmyn
"I WARNED YOU!"
Ephesos
The other sharks retreat out of the light again.
Lindy
"So do we try to keep moving?"
Kaval
"I say yes."
Conall
"Yes. Like I said we should before..."
Ephesos
You still hear growls coming from around you, but there are fewer and they are quieter now.
Temmyn
"Yes."
Kaval
"Form a column. One light source in front, another behind."
Lindy
"Let's keep following the trail then. Stay close to the light."
Thuja
"Ooh, Kaval! You should take the dead shark and use it as a weapon."
Kaval
"Thuja, you are as clever as you are handsome." I pick up the shark.
Etris
I'll bring up the rear.
Thuja
(Hey! :P)
Temmyn
(Took a while. ^^)
Kaval
I go along with the others.
Ephesos
Kaval slings the shark over his shoulder, and the growls grow quieter still.
Temmyn
(Was the big shark killed, or just stunned?)
Kaval
(Or is it only pining?)
Ephesos
The shark appears to be dead.
It is, at the very least, limp.
Temmyn
I walk over to it and attempt to break out a couple of its teeth with the wrench. Might come in handy, you never know.
Thuja
"Now that we've got weaponry sorted out, let's move on. Carefully."
Ephesos
You now have a handful of shark teeth.
Kaval
"I agree."
Temmyn
"At the very least, I could make a bitchin' necklace and everyone would know that here comes Temmyn the Shark Clubber, and fear me."
Etris
Mutter in what vaguely sounds like agreement.
Temmyn
Okay, let's move on. I enter the single-file rank.
Kaval
"Lindy, you've got the staff. Lead the way."
Ephesos
The circle of growls seems to follow you as you march, but you don't see any sharks.
Lindy
I keep an eye out for shelter.
Etris
I keep an eye out for sharks.
Temmyn
I keep an eye out for shelter with sharks in it.
Ephesos
You see none of those things.
Kaval
"When we finally stop, I'm using this shark's teeth for spearpoints and its skin for armor."
"It's too bad they don't have bones."
Lindy
"Good eatin though, I bet."
Etris
"I'm sure they're thinking the same thing."
Ephesos
You hear a loud growl.
Thuja
"Here, sharky sharky sharky."
Kaval
"So was this guy, but look where he is now. About to be used to club one of his friends, that's where."
Ephesos
Another shark charges out of the darkness at Conall, lifting him off of his feet and dealing three damage.
Conall is knocked to the ground, and now has a shark on top of him.
Conall
"Ouch."
Temmyn
"You just don't learn, do you?" I make with the wrenching again.
DICE
Temmyn rolled 1 20-sided die: 18
Etris
"Hey guys. Brilliant idea. Let's march, and leave ourselves perfectly open to attack."
Ephesos
The growls from the darkness start getting louder again.
Conall
I'll try and wrestle him off me, and pin him to the floor. I'll spend a stamina.
DICE
Conall rolled 1 20-sided die: 7
Conall
"Yeah, Etris, because staying still worked for us too, didn't it."
Ephesos
Clang. Conall rolls the shark off of him effortlessly, right into the path of Temmyn's wrench. The shark goes limp.
Etris
"I swear, you lot are going to die before it's all said and done."
Lindy
I use a broad holy light going for intensely bright instead of harmful.
DICE
Lindy rolled 1 20-sided die: 16
Temmyn
(My goodness, it's almost as if I'm a competent fighterall of a sudden.)
Thuja
I examine the shark to see whether it's dead or just unconscious.
Ephesos
You all catch a brief glimpse of sharks. Lots of sharks. More sharks than you can count.
Roll Nature, Thuja.
DICE
Thuja rolled 1 20-sided die: 2
Kaval
I assist Thuja.
DICE
Kaval rolled 1 20-sided die: 1
Conall
I'll assist Kaval :p
DICE
Conall rolled 1 20-sided die: 12
Temmyn
I'll assist Conall.
DICE
Temmyn rolled 1 20-sided die: 1
Kaval
"Guys, this isn't a shark at all. It's a bear!"
Thuja
"It's a shark, you nitwit."
Conall
"It is a shark. And it's dead. Sorry Thuja."
Kaval
"Oh. I swear, it looked exactly like a bear for a moment."
Temmyn
It IS a bear!
Kaval
"See, Temmyn knows what he's talking about."
Can I carry this one too, or would that be too much?
Lindy
"Again... I think we should start a tree on fire. The rain won't let it burn down the whole forest but maybe it'll scare away a few of those too-many-to-count sharks out there."
Ephesos
You cannot dual-wield the sharks. One is enough.
Thuja
Meh. I gather some shark teeth.
Kaval
"I'd skin it, but I guess we can't stop that long." I help Thuja with the teeth.
Thuja
Actually, on second thought, I think I'll take the entire shark instead.
Temmyn
"Um, guys?"
Kaval
"Yeah?"
Conall
"We're being attacked by shark-men, and you're weighing yourselves down?"
"How is that at all helpful?"
Lindy
We could make a fort out of their dead bodies!
Etris
"Wait, that's it!"
Kaval
"If you saw a land shark carrying a dead human around, would you mess with it?"
Thuja
"Intimidation factor?"
Temmyn
"Not to rain on your hunter-gathering, but there are about a hundred sharks surrounding us.
Kaval
"Let's keep moving, then."
Etris
"Leave that shark behind! All these things are is hungry! They just want food!"
Thuja
"I wasn't aware that they were cannibals."
Etris
"It's worth a shot, isn't it?"
Kaval
"One shark won't satisfy them all."
Lindy
"If they're anything like regular sharks, it's the smell of blood that attracts them. Any blood. Cut it open and leave it."
Etris
"Or would you prefer to be flying shark target practice for the remainder of this journey?"
Conall
"They would probably have already eaten each other if they were cannibals."
Etris
"No, but it'll draw them off."
Temmyn
"Doesn't the blood have to be in the water?"
Conall
"Don't sharks have to be in the water?"
"I say we try the blood idea."
Kaval
"Aren't most of us already bleeding? I know I am."
Lindy
"Well not for a land shark, else they wouldn't be able to find any food."
Lindy
I bandage Kaval with first aid.
Thuja
"You know, perhaps the annoying talking rocks were right about the danger. Perhaps we should try to get out of the forest?"
Etris
"Let me put it this way. We leave the shark. If it fails, we've lost an easily-recoverable shark carcass. If it succeeds, we wind up managing to throw some of them off our trail and possibly get out of this alive. Which seems more sensible?"
"A swell idea. Say Thuja, which way is out, again?"
Thuja
"If it's lost, it's not easily recovered, now is it?"
Conall
"Well, technically, any direction will eventually lead us out. And there's no need to be snippy"
Etris
"No, but we can just get a new one."
Temmyn
"Does it strike anyone that we've spent the whole night running away from some ominous bad weather into a forest we have no idea how to get out of?"
Kaval
"We could just retrace our steps."
Etris
"..."
I keep moving.
Kaval
I follow.
Thuja
(Which way?)
Etris
Onward!
Ephesos
Another shark flies out of the darkness, snarling. It leaps at Lindy, who twists out of the way just in time.
Conall
Onward
Etris
Or, you know, not.
Kaval
I swing my shark downward at it.
DICE
Kaval rolled 1 20-sided die: 14
Etris
I fire a force blast at it.
DICE
Etris rolled 1 20-sided die: 20
Etris
(YES!)
Ephesos
Kaval swings his shark at the intruding shark, knocking it unconscious immediately.
Thuja
"Yay!" I drop the dead shark.
Ephesos
Etris follows that up with a deadly force blast that causes the shark to explode. Unfortunately, this showers everyone with shark bits.
The growling resumes, at a much higher volume.
Thuja
"Nooooooooooooo!"
Lindy
Ewww.... Wash it off wash it off!!
Told you they like the smell of blood.
Etris
"Well, this at least proves my theory."
Thuja
"Onward again?" I pick up the dead shark again.
Kaval
"Yeah, might as well."
Etris
"Might as well." I move onward.
Lindy
I heal Conall as much as I can without using stamina.
Ephesos
You manage to heal 3 damage on Conall.
Temmyn
I follow Etris.
Thuja
Follow, follow, follow the annoying mage.
Ephesos
Three more sharks fly out of the darkness. One aims at Thuja (miss), one at Lindy (hit, knocks her prone and deals 2 damage), and one completely misses everyone.
Thuja
I attack the shark by me with the blunt side of my axe.
DICE
Thuja rolled 1 20-sided die: 15
Ephesos
Thwack. Thuja slices the shark in twain.
Lindy
I blast the shark that hit me.
DICE
Lindy rolled 1 20-sided die: 20
Kaval
"Gah!" I swing my shark at the shark that missed everyone.
DICE
Kaval rolled 1 20-sided die: 8
Ephesos
Lindy blasts another shark into oblivion, showering the party with shark bits.
Kaval's swing only hits empty air.
Etris
I fire on the shark Kaval missed with a Sunray.
DICE
Etris rolled 1 20-sided die: 10
Ephesos
Etris misses, and the shark limps off into the darkness.
Roll Perception if you wish.
DICE
Etris rolled 1 20-sided die: 10
Temmyn rolled 1 20-sided die: 2
Lindy rolled 1 20-sided die: 6
Thuja rolled 1 20-sided die: 11
Kaval rolled 1 20-sided die: 11
Conall rolled 1 20-sided die: 11
Temmyn
What did I even get the +2 Perception for if I'm just going to fumble my rolls?
Etris
Is my shield still in place?
Ephesos
Yep.
Thuja
"There's something up ahead. It's not a shark. It kind of sounded... like a splat, I guess."
"Dunno what it is exactly."
Conall
"Well, lets keep going"
Kaval
"Let's go look."
Lindy
"Splat, huh? That could be... anything."
Etris
"Let's go for it. Maybe it scares off these accursed sharks."
I make for it.
Ephesos
The growls abruptly go quiet.
Kaval
"Wait, stop."
Thuja
"That's either good or very, very bad."
Ephesos
You hear a bunch of feet splishing through the mud.
Etris
I stop.
Kaval
I hide outside our light.
Thuja
(Where the sharks are?)
Kaval
(They're clearly scared. :P)
Ephesos
Kaval disappears from sight.
Kaval
Which way are the feet going?
Ephesos
Away from you.
Kaval
Quietly: "Let's follow them without being seen."
Etris
I continue pressing ahead.
Lindy
"Follow the feet then?"
Conall
"Yes, but quietly*
Kaval
I move with the group, but stay in the dark.
Lindy
Since I can't see kaval, I heal myself a little.
Ephesos
Lindy heals herself for 2 HP.
Temmyn
I follow too.
Thuja
Following.
Ephesos
As you march down the path, you nearly stumble over a glass ball, half-buried in the mud.
Etris
I run. Very, very quickly.
Conall
"Huh... Jareth saved us?"
Lindy
I run after Etris.
Temmyn
Me too.
Kaval
I give up being stealthy and run after them.
Ephesos
Those of you who haven't moved witness the orb abruptly turning into a turtle and slowly shuffling away.
Conall
I'll move to catch up with the others now. :p
Thuja
I follow Conall and the others.
Etris
"Yeah, well I'm still running."
Conall
"Also, if Jareth wanted to hurt us, he'd have let the sharks get us."
Thuja
(So we're all running out of the forest now?)
Etris
(I am)
Ephesos
So everyone's running?
Kaval
"Slow down! We'll get seperated!"
Etris
I'm running.
Ephesos
If you're running, I need a Nature check from the leader (Etris) to see which way you go.
Thuja
I slow to a walk.
Temmyn
Yeah, me too.
Kaval
So do I.
Conall
Since I'm following, I slow down too.
Ephesos
Okay, then Etris gets his own Nature check, and whoever leads the other group gets one too.
DICE
Etris rolled 1 20-sided die: 8
Ephesos
So... well, Lindy appears to be in front of the other group, so roll it.
DICE
Lindy rolled 1 20-sided die: 18
Ephesos
The rest of you lose sight of Etris as he charges off into the woods.
Kaval
"Etris! Come back!"
Thuja
"Yes! First John, now Etris! Things are looking up."
Thuja
"Even if I didn't get to tame a shark..."
Lindy
"If you wanted to be alone, you could just wander off by yourself too."
Kaval
"Thuja, I can't say why, but I have a feeling that this instance of someone running out of our sight is different from the several others we've experienced."
Ephesos
Etris does not respond.
Kaval
As loud as I can. "ETRIS!"
Thuja
"A gut feeling, you mean?"
Kaval
"Exactly."
Thuja
"I suppose we should try to track him down, then."
Ephesos
The forest is silent aside from the sound of falling rain.
Kaval
"Maybe it would be best to hold still, so he can come back to us."
Ephesos
A bolt of lightning briefly illuminates the forest around you, before a deafening crack of thunder sounds.
Kaval
Any sharks?
Temmyn
Can we see him?
Ephesos
Roll Perception.
DICE
Kaval rolled 1 20-sided die: 7
Temmyn rolled 1 20-sided die: 8
Lindy rolled 1 20-sided die: 4
Thuja rolled 1 20-sided die: 1
Conall rolled 1 20-sided die: 7
Ephesos
(Anyone who saw anything has been informed.)
Conall
"I'm with Kaval. Lindy, Temmyn, could one of you send up a flare or something for him?"
Temmyn
I send a bolt of bright lightning straight up into the sky. I'll even burn a stamina, seeing as how I haven't yet used any today.
Lindy
I send a holy blast into the sky hoping Etris sees it.
Ephesos
You let loose your signals.
(no roll necessary)
Lindy
I heal Kaval a little while we're waiting.
Thuja
"When do I get healing?"
Ephesos
Kaval is healed for 1 damage.
Conall
"Hey, I'm the groups new physician. I'll heal too! Who needs an appendix out?"
(I'll just clean up some cuts, and bandage people up)
Kaval
"I have a rule of thumb for this kind of thing: if you weren't a doctor six hours ago, you're not one now."
Temmyn
"No surgery for me, thanks."
Ephesos
The forest is eerily quiet.
Lindy
"Should we at least walk in the direction that he did?
Temmyn
"We have to find Etris, if only for the force blasts. Yes."
Kaval
"I guess, if we're sure we know the way."
Ephesos
'k, I need people to roll to see if anyone remembers which way he went.
Temmyn
(This is an INT roll?)
Ephesos
(Yup.)
Thuja
"Oh Gods, we're all going to get lost."
Kaval
"We are lost."
Thuja
"More lost, then!"
DICE
Temmyn rolled 1 20-sided die: 11
Kaval rolled 1 20-sided die: 9
Lindy rolled 1 20-sided die: 3
Thuja rolled 1 20-sided die: 7
Conall rolled 1 20-sided die: 20
Conall
Yay. :p
Ephesos
Conall effortlessly remembers the path that Etris took.
At least the general direction.
Kaval
As we go, I keep shouting "Etris!"
Lindy
I follow Conall as he leads the way and I heal Thuja a little as we go.
Ephesos
Thuja is healed for 3.
Thuja
"Thanks."
Conall
"Are you all sure I can't pop out anybody's spleen?"
Thuja
"Yes. Stick to pathfinding."
Kaval
"I can't breathe without my spleen."
Conall
As I'm going would I be able to look for footprints in the wet mud?
Ephesos
You hear a low, long growl off to your right.
The rain has already obliterated most of the footsteps. You can still find a path, but barely.
Lindy
Does it sound the same as the shark growls?
Ephesos
Yes, it sounds very similar.
Thuja
"Etris!"
Kaval
I keep an eye on the spot it came from as we walk.
Ephesos
It's dark. You can't see it.
Kaval
The direction, then.
Ephesos
The rain picks up again.
Lindy
I raise my lighted staff and watch for movement.
While still walking the trail.
Ephesos
The rain is coming down hard enough now that visibility is seriously impaired.
Lindy
Are there any well folliaged trees around that could shelter us a little?
Thuja
"Etris, you gigantic twit, stop being lost and get back here!"
Ephesos
It's coming down hard enough that foliage merely re-distributes the rain.
Lindy
I hollar at the sky. "Jareth could you please stop the rain? We're soaking here."
Ephesos
The rain continues.
Conall
"This is pretty ridiculous..."
Temmyn
I holler as well. "Jareth, this is really some mighty fine rain! Please don't make it stop!"
Lindy
"At least all the shark bits and barbecue sauce have been washed off."
Ephesos
The rain continues.
Conall
(What, no bluff roll? :p)
Temmyn
"Meh, worth a shot."
Kaval
"Jareth, I'm ambivalent about this rain. I cannot decide whether I want it to continue or not!"
Thuja
"What's next? Will we be yelling for the sharks to come eat us?"
Ephesos
The rain continues.
Conall
"We could carry on going forward"
Lindy
"Sounds like a plan."
Kaval
"Yes, let's do that."
Thuja
(Wait, we stopped?)
Kaval
(I didn't realize we'd stopped)
Ephesos
It did sound like everyone had stopped.
Lindy
Then let's continue.
Conall
(Thank you E. :p)
Kaval
(We can shout at the sky and walk at the same time. :P)
Ephesos
Well now you are.
Thuja
"Can you see any traces that Etris passed through here, Conall?"
Ephesos
The trail is still fairly clear.
Thuja
"Gah. How far did he run?"
Kaval
"Maybe a shark got him."
Conall
"He probably still is."
Temmyn
"He could be still running."
Kaval
"Watch out for a shark that looks like it ate an obnoxious twit."
Conall
"So, what? Indigestion?"
Kaval
"Presumably."
Temmyn
We're still moving...
Conall
"He's still alive - we're following his trail."
Lindy
I send up another signal.
Kaval
"Of course, if that's what happened, we'll have to retaliate by eating one of our sharks."
Ephesos
A huge lightning bolt illuminates the surrounding forest. You think you glimpse movement.
Conall
"Everybody, speed up!"
Lindy
Where'd it come from?
Kaval
In what direction?
Temmyn
"That wasn't me. Sadly."
Ephesos
Pretty much every direction.
Thuja
"More sharks..."
Kaval
"Yeah."
Lindy
Which direction did the lightning bolt come from?
Kaval
Presumably, above.
Ephesos
Behind you.
And above, yes.
Kaval
"We should keep moving forward. Etris is bound to get winded eventually."
Conall
"How can you be sure? He's always full of hot air when he's with us."
Ephesos
Another bolt of lightning lights up the sky, and the forest around you.
Conall
What do we see?
Ephesos
The direction is irrelevant.
Kaval
(Ooh, drama coming!)
Ephesos
You see dim movement around you again.
Ephesos
Roll Perception if you want.
DICE
Kaval rolled 1 20-sided die: 8
Temmyn rolled 1 20-sided die: 4
Thuja rolled 1 20-sided die: 10
Conall rolled 1 20-sided die: 16
Lindy rolled 1 20-sided die: 2
Ephesos
All rolls received and acknowledged.
Conall
"Huh, guys... We might be in trouble."
Kaval
"I am shocked by this news."
Lindy
"Might? When have we ever NOT been in trouble?"
Conall
"Well, serious trouble."
Kaval
"Floored, even. Just totally blown away."
Conall
"I can hear the sound of metal moving over metal ahead - It's just ahead, to the left."
"If you all recall what happened the last time we came across moving metal monsters, you might drop the jokes."
Lindy
"So... we lose the trail to run for our lives and might never see Etris again"
Kaval
"Etris made it past here safely."
Temmyn
I cast my divination to get an idea of how much metal there is, and how close.
DICE
Temmyn rolled 1 20-sided die: 20
Conall
"How do we know? His trail might end at the big metal thing"
Temmyn
(Figures I'd be getting a 20 on such a barely useful check)
Kaval
(Hey, metalsense may actually be useful here.)
Temmyn
"Five pounds of pure steel."
Thuja
"Five pounds doesn't sound that scary."
Ephesos
You think you can hear wet, squishy footsteps ahead of you.
Kaval
"How dangerous can that be? That's, like, a broadsword."
"Or, uh, a man with a broadsword."
Lindy
"Etris? Is that you?"
Conall
"Yeah, unless it's in wire-form"
Temmyn
Remember the wirespider? That was, like, half a pound or something.
Kaval
"Well, we beat the last wireman."
Lindy
"Did you find your bat sword?"
Ephesos
You hear Etris's voice.
Etris
"What the- Are you lot insane?!?"
Kaval
"Yes. What's your point?"
Etris
"At this point? I don't have one. I just thought it was nice to know."
Conall
"Etris, do you have your sword back?"
Ephesos
Another bolt of lightning cuts through the night directly above you, perfectly illuminating the scene around you.
Just a little off the path, you see a large metal shield that appears to be suspended in midair, roughly three feet off the ground.
To your right, you see a finely-carved wooden bow, hovering at a similar height. It is drawn, with an arrow nocked.
All of these things have one thing in common. They all seem to be held aloft by pairs of wings. Feathered, leathery, they vary in shape and size. But what catches your attention is the familiar-looking shortsword bearing down on Etris from dead ahead.
And that, is where we'll end tonight's session.
Kaval
Ooh, cliffhanger.
Ephesos
DUN DUN DUN!!!
